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Our Refuge 
By Ida A. Guirey 


NDER His wings to be hiding— 
Covered securely, at rest— 
Here in this shelter abiding 
Nothing can reach to molest. 


When winds of trouble are blowing, 
When clouds of sorrow appear, 

Oh, what a comfort in knowing 
Sheltering wings are near: 


Hovering over us always 
Courage and -eace to impart— 
Wings of compassion and mercy 
Holding us close to God’s heart. 


Mg 
The Anatomy of Anxiety 


Before they can cure human ills 
doctors must have a thorough knowl- 
edge of the anatomy of the human body. 
What seems dark and mysterious to the 
layman is to them an open book. A 
doctor’s knowledge of anatomy, com- 
bined with the description of his pa- 
tient’s symptoms, enables him generally 
to make a correct diagnosis, which is 
the first step toward cure. Anxiety is a 
fairly common ailment, even among 
Christians, and one reason why it -per- 
sists in some minds is that it is never 
correctly analyzed. Sometimes it pays 
to look squarely at it, study its anatomy, 
and take it apart, so to speak. Anxiety 
has to do almost exclusively with the 
past or the future, but rarely with the 





present moment. It may be caused by 
remembering and dwelling upon past 
mistakes and sins. Mistakes that can 
be corrected, should be; those that can- 
not, should be allowed to pass into 
oblivion as a stone thrown into the sea. 
For all sin there is a marvelous, suffi- 
cient remedy: the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which has made it pos- 
sible and just for God to forgive the 
vilest sinner who puts his trust in His 
Son. Not only does He forgive, but He 
does much more; for, as the Prophet 
Micah said, “He will turn again, he will 
have compassion upon us; he will sub- 
due our iniquities; and I will cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea” 
(7:19). Among the thirteen “better” 
things in the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
the glorious fact that Christ is “the medi- 
ator of a better covenant”; and in that 
context the writer reiterates Old Tes- 
tament prophecies, saying, “For I will 
be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more” (8:6, 12). Now 
it is sometimes both necessary and pos- 
sible to make restitution to men, or to 
ask forgiveness of men, and where this 
can be done it ought to be done. On 
the other hand, anxiety may be fanned 


to fever heat by fear of the future— 
thinking of financial shortage, injury to 
loved ones, pain and sickness, the in- 
firmities of old age, removal from one 
place to another, legal action, or any 
other of the trials of this life. For this 
kind of anxiety there are helpful 
thoughts and abundant promises in the 
Word of God. Remember that God does 
not give us now a supply of grace that 
will meet all our future needs; but He 
does say to us at any moment, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 
12:9). If our funds fail, He will still 
supply our actual need; if pain comes, 
He will give us special strength to bear 
it, or allay it in some way; “and even 
to your old age I am he; even to hoar 
hairs will I carry you: I have made, and 
I will bear; even I will carry, and will 
deliver you” (Isa. 46:4). What we need 
if we fear the future is not to think 
vaguely of all the promises in the Book, 
but to lay hold of one or two firmly by 
faith and meditate on them. Having 
analyzed our anxiety, then let us look 
resolutely away from it to the Lord 
Jesus; and do as Paul said, “Rejoice in 
the Lord alway: and again I say, Re- 
joice” (Phil. 4:4). 


The Order of the Old Testament Books 


By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D. 


This editorial answers a reader’s question, “Why are the books of the 


Old Testament not written chronologically?” 
Philology at Princeton Theological 


an assistant professor of Semitic 


Dr. Allis was formerly 


Seminary; later, professor of Old Testament at Westminster Theolog- 


ical Seminary, Philadelphia; and 


IS question has to do, of course, 

| with the arrangement of the books 
of the Old Testament as we find 

it in our English Bibles today, notably 
in the time-honored King James or 
Authorized Version. It is important, 
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Comfort for Dark Days 








“And the Lord shall help them, 
and deliver them: he shall deliver 
them from the wicked, and save 
them, because they trust in him” 
(Psa. 37:40). 
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now retired from teaching.—Editor. 


therefore, to note at the very beginning 

that we must draw a distinction between 

the books of the Old Testament and 

the order in which they are arranged. 

The books are the Sacred Scriptures of ' 
the Jews which were accepted by Jesus 
and the apostles as the Word of God 
and appealed to as having divine author- 
ity. But there are many different ar- 
rangements of these books; and Prof. 
Robert Dick Wilson, who investigated 
this subject very thoroughly some years 
ago, arrived at the conclusion that “the 
books of the Old Testament Canon were 
never authoritatively and fixedly ar- 
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ranged in any specific order either by 
the Jews or by the Christians.” 1 

From what we know of the history of 
the Old Testament Canon, there seem 
to have been, broadly speaking, two dif- 
ferent groupings of the books, a three- 
fold arrangement and a fourfold. We 
may also distinguish them as the Jewish 
and the Christian. The threefold group- 
ing is referred to in Luke 24:44 where 
Jesus says: “These are the words which 
I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me.” This threefold group- 
ing places the Law of Moses first. It 
consists of five books and is often called 
the Pentateuch. The second group, the 
Prophets, apparently included in New 
Testament times all of the Historical 
and Prophetical books. The third divi- 
sion was apparently quite small at first. 
But later some of the books included 
in the second division were added to 
it, and the books of this group were 
called “the Writings.” In the Hebrew 
Bible, as we have it today, this three- 
fold grouping is retained, and the groups 
are called: Law (Torah), Prophets, and 
Writings. 

The fourfold grouping of the books 
is also quite ancient. We find it with 
considerable variations in the Greek 
Version (the Septuagint) and in the 
Latin Vulgate. The main difference be- 
tween it and the threefold grouping is 
that in it the Prophets are separated 
from the Histories and placed after the 
Poetical Books, thus giving the arrange- 
ment: Law, Histories, Poetry, Prophets. 
It is this arrangement which is followed 
in the King James Version.2 

Recognizing then that the fourfold 
grouping (Law, History, Poetry, Proph- 
ecy) which is followed in our Bibles is 
very ancient but not authoritative, let 
us consider briefly how and to what ex- 
tent it accords with a strict chronologi- 
cal arrangement of the books. First in 
all arrangements stands the. Law 
(Torah), which covers the period from 
Creation to the death of Moses. Its five 
books are clearly arranged chronolog- 
ically. The Historical Books (Joshua to 
2 Kings) give the history of Israel from 
the death of Moses to the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, in- 
cluding the history of the northern king- 
dom from the schism to: the fall of Sa- 
maria. Largely parallel with this 
history we have the books of Chronicles, 





1From “Studies in the Book of Daniel” (Sec- 
ond Series, 1938; out of print), pp. 1-64, espe- 
cially pp. 44, 63f. 

2 This version originally contained the Apoc- 
rypha; and these books were placed at the end, 
in between the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. They are now omitted in most 
Protestant Bibles, because they were no part 
of the Hebrew Old Testament and also be- 
cause they contain errors of fact and of doc- 
trine. The American Bible Society ceased 
about a hundred years ago to include the 
Apocrypha in the Bibles which it published. 
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Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. - That 
Chronicles aims to give some account of 
the entire period covered by the series 
Genesis to 2 Kings is clear from the way 
in which it begins: “Adam, Sheth, 
Enosh.” That is, it goes right back to 
the beginning. But the first nine chap- 
ters consist almost wholly of genealogies, 
which gather together and supplement 
the genealogical data which are given 
in Genesis and the other books of that 
series. With chapter 10 the history be- 
gins, that chapter being a repetition, al- 
most ‘word for word, of 1 Samuel 31; 
and from that point on Chronicles gives 
a history covering the period down to 
the time of the edict of Cyrus permit- 
ting the Jews to return to their land. 
This history is particularly concerned 
with the southern kingdom and men- 
tions many things which are dealt with 
only briefly, if at all, in Samuel-Kings. 
Ezra connects on with Chronicles as is 
evident from the fact that the last two 
verses of the one are made the begin- 
ning of the narrative of the other. Some 
scholars think that Ezra wrote Chron- 
icles. Nehemiah follows Ezra chrono- 
logically. Esther describes events which 
took place in the reign of Ahasuerus 
(Xerxes), a generation before the com- 
ing of Ezra to Jerusalem. But in view 
of the close connection between Chron- 
icles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, the best place 
for Esther is after them. 

The Poetical Books would naturally 
begin with the Psalms. But in our ver- 
sion Job is put first probably because 
Job seems to presuppose patriarchal 
conditions, before the giving of the Law, 
and also because of the ancient but prob- 
ably untrustworthy tradition that Moses 
was the writer of it The Psalms come 
next. They are very properly all placed 
together. According to the headings 
about half of them are by David. So 
this is the proper place for the collec- 
tion as a whole. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
and the Song of Songs are all connected 
with Solomon. So they naturally fol- 
low the Psalms. 

The Prophetical Books begin with Isa- 
iah, the grgat prophet of the Assyrian 
period. Isaiah is followed by Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel, all of whom belong 
to the Babylonian period. Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, and Daniel are often 
called the Major Prophets, because of 
the length of the books. The twelve 
Minor Prophets (called minor because 
they are relatively short) appear to be 
arranged chronologically or nearly so. 
Of the first six, three (Hosea, Amos, and 
Micahy are dated in the Assyrian period. 
That Jonah belongs in this same general 
period is to be inferred from 2 Kings 
14:25. Many scholars today regard Joel 
and Obadiah as late, but their position 
among the Twelve is opposed to such 
a view. Nahum foretold the fall of 





%Here the King James Version follows the 
order of the Vulgate. In the Septuagint the 
position of Job varies considerably. 
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Nineveh (612 B.C.) and his mention of 
the capture of No (Thebes), which oc- 
curred about 666 B.C., indicates a date 
considerably later than that event. Hab- 
akkuk deals with the threatened Baby- 
lonian domination and foretells the over- 
throw of the aggressor. The fact that 


(Continued on page 934) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Awakening in His Likeness 
Has some minister prepared a classic 
sermon on Psalm 17:15? What are 
the main truths in this text? How is 
the word “awake” properly inter- 
preted?—A New York reader. 

Doubtless there have been sermons 
preached and written on this verse, but 
the Times does not know of any now in 
print, 

There is no sermon on it in the eight 
volumes containing 670 sermons on Old 
and New Testament texts by Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon. (Reviewed in THE 
SunpDAY ScHOoL TrmeEs, May 26, 1934.) 

However, Spurgeon did deal with the 
text in what he considered his greatest 
work, “The Treasury of David,” orig- 
inally in seven volumes, containing “in 
addition to Mr. Spurgeon’s own Com- 
mentary, the choicest extracts which he 
and his helpers could find in ancient and 
modern literature upon the whole Psal- 
ter”; and which took twenty years to 
prepare. Dr. David Otis Fuller, pastor 
of the Wealthy Street Baptist Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., edited a condensa- 
tion of this work in two volumes ‘(Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids). 
There is a page of comments on Psalm 
17:15, from which the following extracts 
are taken: 

“As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when 
I awake, with thy likeness. Glimpses of 
glory good men have here below to stay 
their sacred hunger, but the full feast 
awaits them in the upper skies. Com- 
pared with this deep, ineffable, eternal 
fullness of delight, the joys of the world. 
ling are as a’ glowworm to the sun, or 
the drop of a bucket to the ocean. 
C. H. S. 

“When a Roman conqueror had been 
at war and won great victories, he would 
return to Rome with his soldiers, enter 
privately into his house, and enjoy him- 
self till the next day, when he would 
go out of the city to re-enter it publicly 
in triumph. Now, the saints, as it were, 
enter privately into Heaven without 
their bodies; but on the last day, when 
their bodies wake up, they will enter 
into their triumphal chariots. Methinks 
I see that grand procession, when Jesus 
Christ first of all, with many crowns on 
His head, with His bright, glorious, im- 
mortal body, shall lead the way. ‘I shall 


be satisfied’ in that glorious day when - 


all the angels of God shall come to see 
(Continued on page 922) 
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VIll. The Fall of Mighty Babylon 


After the fiery furnace, the handwriting on the wall 





cities of antiquity. The hanging 

gardens of Babylon were one of 
the wonders of the ancient world. The 
city was surrounded by broad and lofty 
walls, 300 feet high, with 100 brazen 
gates. 

Some -writers say that Babylon was 
located on the east bank of the River 
Euphrates. But Smith in his well-known 
“Dictionary of the Bible” states quite 
positively that the city was built on both 
sides of the river. He says that a great 
stone bridge, more than half a mile long 
and thirty feet wide, connected the two 
sections of Babylon and that at either 
end of the bridge was a palace with a 
tunnel, under the river, leading from 
one palace to the other. 

Babylon was one of the oldest cities of 
the world. It may even date back to 
the days of Nimrod who was a descend- 
ant of Ham, the youngest son of Noah. 
After the Flood Noah’s sons multiplied 
and spread throughout the earth. In 
Genesis 10:8, 10 we read: “And Cush 
begat Nimrod: he-began to be a mighty 
one in the earth. And the beginning 
of his kingdom was Babel.” 


B ‘cites ot was one of the great 


A Fertile, Luxuriant Garden 

The city of Babylon was the capital 
of the land of Chaldea., Professor Hil- 
precht, the well-known archaeologist, 
declares that the plains surrounding 
Babylon were so fertile and fruitful that 
they “were like a luxuriant garden.” 
This was due in part to an elaborate 
system of irrigation that covered the 
plains between the Tigris and the Eu- 
phrates rivers. Herodotus says the fer- 
tility of the land was so great that he 
was afraid to tell all he knew of it lest 
he should be accused of exaggeration! 
He said, “The fruitfulness, of Babylon 
must seem incredible to those who have 
never seen the country.” 

During this increasing greatness of the 
city and empire of Babylon God was 
dealing with His own people. + Follow- 
ing the glorious reigns of David and 
Solomon the kingdom was divided into 
Israel and Judah. The northern king- 
dom utterly turned away from God and 
worshiped idols. Finally they were car- 
ried away into captivity precisely as 
foretold by Moses when he warned them 
what would befall them if they forsook 
God’s commandments. 

The southern kingdom of Judah also 
fell into idolatry and became entirely 
corrupt under the long fifty-two-year 
reign of King Manasseh. His successor, 
King Josiah, sought to bring the people 
of Judah back- to the Lord, but Josiah’s 
sons did not follow in their father’s 
footsteps, and at length the Kingdom of 


Most of us have been so familiar 
with the story of Daniel since our 
childhood that we sometimes lose 
sight of the tremendous, dramatic 
significance of the incidents recorded 
in his Book. In this eighth article 
of his series of ten, Mr. Davis traces 
God’s sovereign dealings with one of 
the world’s great kingdoms, when 
He brought it down from the very 
pinnacle of pride to disgrace and 
final oblivion. Mr. Davis’ illustrated 
book containing this series, and 
entitled “Bible Prophecies Fulfilled 
Today,” is now ready for distribu- 
tion. Prices are as follows, all post- 
paid: $1 a copy; $4.50 for five copies; 
$8 for ten copies. They are to be 
ordered from The Million Testaments 
Campaigns, 1505 Race Street, Phila- 
delphia 2. 








Judah was also carried into captivity to 
Babylon. 

Among those carried captive to Baby- 
lon were Daniel and his three compan- 
ions. They refused to eat the food 
offered to idols and to drink the king’s 
wine. God was with them, and King 
Nebuchadnezzar found them “ten times 
better than all the magicians and astrol- 
ogers that were in all his realm.” 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 
his famous dream of the great image of 
gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, sym- 
bolizing the succession and deterioration 
of world empires. By divine revelation 
Daniel interpreted the dream for the 
king and was made “ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon and chief of 
the governors over all the wise men of 
Babylon.” His three friends, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, were made 
rulers “over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon.” 

King Nebuchadnezzar became exceed- 
ingly proud and forgot the God of 
Heaven, who had revealed to him that 
he, Nebuchadnezzar, was the head of 
gold of the great image that he had seen 
in his dream. The king fell into gross 
idolatry. He made a great golden image 
some ninety feet high and nine feet 
broad and set it up in the plain of Dura. 
He commanded all his princes, gover- 
nors, captains, judges, and counselors, 
and the rulers of his provinces ¢o come 
to the dedication of the golden image. 
A herald cried aloud commanding all 
“people, nations, and languages” to fall 
down and worship before the golden 
image and warning that whoever would 
not fall down and worship the image 
would “the same hour be cast into the 
midst of a burning, fiery furnace.” 

The Prophet Daniel evidently was not 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


at this dedication, but his three com- 
panions were there. They refused to 
fall down and worship the golden image. 
They were thrown bound into a burning, 
fiery furnace, but through a marvelous 
miracle of God not even a hair of their 
heads was singed. Nebuchadnezzar was 
astonished beyond measure when he saw 
the three men walking about unhurt 
in the midst of the fiery furnace, .and, 
walking with them, a fourth person, 
“like the Son of God.” 

The king was so amazed at this mar- 
velous miracle that he sent a proclama- 
tion throughout all his dominions, in 
which he said: 

“Therefore I. make a decree, That 
every people, nation, and language, 
which speak anything amiss against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made a dung hill: be- 
cause there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort” (Dan. 3:29). 

Again the king dreamed—this time of 
a tree that was great and fair, and was 
cut down with only the stump and the 
roots left. Daniel interpreted this sec- 
ond dream and warned the king: “Break 
off thy sins by righteousness and thine 
iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor.” 
But the king did not heed the warning. 
A year later the king exclaimed in pride: 
“Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built for the house of the kingdom by 
the might of my power, and for the 
honour of my majesty?” 


The Judgment of Babylon’s King 

Judgment fell immediately and the 
king “was driven from men, and did 
eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven, till his hairs 
were grown like eagles’ feathers, and 
his nails like birds’ claws.” 

After the set period of chastening and 
of living like a beast the king’s reason 
returned, and he praised and -honored 
and extolled the King of Heaven, saying 
in Daniel 4:37, “Now I Nebuchadnezzar 
praise and extol and honour the King 
of heaven, all whose works are truth, 
and his ways judgment: and those that 
walk in pride he is able to abase.” 

Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, did not heed the warning judg- 
ments that fell upon his grandfather. 
At a great- banquet of his lords and 
princes and wives and concubines, King 
Belshazzar and his guests drank wine 
in the gold and silver vessels that had 
been carried to Babylon from Solomon’s 
Temple in Jerusalem, and “praised the 
gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood, ‘and of stone.” 

In the same hour King Belshazzar be- 


(Continued on page 922) 
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Looking Through the Bookshop 


Books for your own reading and for Christmas gifts—Bible study and exposition, Christian biography, 
devotional helps, missionary adventure, church and Sunday school methods, and wholesome fiction 


HEN Iron Gates Yield. By Geof- 

W frey T. Bull. (Hodder & Stough- 

ton, London. May be had from 
Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) For three 
years and two months Mr, Bull was kept 
in prison by the Chinese Communists. 
It was soon after the Second World War 
that he was commended for the work 
of God in Central Asia by a group of 
Christians meeting at Woodcroft Gospel 
Hall, Burnt Oak, Middlesex, England. 
He penetrated into the forbidden land 
of Tibet, identifying himself with the 
people, speaking their language as well 
as Chinese, and preaching the Gospel 
to them. When the Communists over- 
ran China and got into Tibet, he was 
captured, taken on long, arduous 
marches, in the extreme cold, and finally 
thrown into prison. He tells the story 
of his thirty-eight months of harrowing 
experiences in a matter-of-fact way, 
with fine descriptions of the mountain- 
ous region in which these events took 
place. He tells of the daily life of the 
Tibetan people, and how he won his 
way into their hearts by first-aid medi- 
cal treatment. 

Mr. Bull’s epic is divided into two 
parts: “War on the Plateau” and “War 
on the Soul.” This is an amazing, first- 
hand account of Communist tactics, in- 
cluding “brain-washing.” Mr. Bull is 
frank in describing his terrible soul 
struggles under Satanic attacks, but God 
gave him the victory, in spirit, mind, 
and body. Probably few books have 
described so fully and clearly, from the 
Christian point of view, the diabolical 
methods of the Communists which they 
use in subduing other peoples. Mr. 
Bull was forced to read much Com- 
munist literature, which he summarizes; 
and for months he was personally in- 
doctrinated by officers and fellow pris- 
oners. ‘For long periods he was in soli- 
tary confinement, without Bible or 
Christian books, or any contact with the 
outside world. He is a real missionary 
pioneer, and évidently has a rugged con- 
stitution, which God maintained and sup- 
plemented by His grace. The Christian 
reader will be challenged both by Mr. 
Bull’s faithfulness and endurance, and 
also the Communists’ complete self-sac- 
rificing devotion to their cause. 

Mr. Bull’s well-told narrative is in- 
formative, exciting, and inspiring. It 
ought to be widely read by Christian 
people in order that they may see how 
the Communists work and under what 
tremendous difficulties helievers are liv- 
ing and working in their territory. 


How Sleep the Brave! By James H. 
Hunter. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Rapids 6, Mich., $3.) The stirring times 
of the Covenanters in seventeenth cen- 
tury Scotland provide the setting for 
this: Christian, historical novel by the 
editor of the Evangelical Christian. (It 
has been running serially in that mag- 
azine.) Dr. Hunter writes with skill 
and deep feeling of the mountains, glens, 
seacoast, heather, birds, flowers, and the 
brave men and women of his native land. 
He is a talented, experienced writer, 
with a love for and wide knowledge 
of the best English literature. 

The hero and heroine, Duncan Fen- 
wick and Lady Marion Kennedy, are 
two lovable and unforgettable charac- 
ters. He stood six feet three, had prodi- 
gious strength, great skill as bowman 
and swordsman, and as the “Black 
Avenger” he secretly wrought havoc 
among the cruel enemies of the Cove- 
nanters. Duncan’s wicked half brother, 
Donald, had usurped his place at Fen- 
wick Hall, wanted Marion for himself, 
and espoused the cause of John Gra- 
hame of Claverhouse and his henchmen, 
who ruthlessly persecuted the true 
Christians following that brave company 
who, in 1638, signed the National Cove- 
nant in Greyfriars Churchyard in Edin- 
burgh. 

The story is woven around the thrill- 
ing adventures of Duncan as he thwarts 
the king’s men and helps the poor peo- 
ple, and there is a tender love story 
running through the narrative. There 
are lovely word pictures of the Scottish 
countryside, interesting and informative 
glimpses of the “killing times” which 
lasted more than twenty-five years; ex- 
citing encounters where the hero res- 
cues others and just escapes with his 
life; and worth-while dialogues on 
church history and Christian doctrine. 
If any,reader is squeamish about heroic 
combats with fists, swords, and arrows, 
he had better not read this book. But 
it should be remembered that this is 
based on what actually happened in 
Scotland, and every Christian man and 
woman today should be thankful for 
the contributions to freedom of wor- 
ship which were made by the brave 
men of that day. Duncan and Marion 
come through many dangers and are 


finally united. Whenever Christian doc- 
trine is touched upon, it is thoroughly 
sound and Scriptural; and the Gospel is 
several times made clear. 

Dr.: Hunter’s latest Christian novel is 
well constructed and written, with a 
variety of characters, a terrific conflict 
between good and evil, many historical 
details, an appealing love story, intrigue 
and adventure, and really inspiring pas- 
sages on the Covenanters’ stand for the 
right. It can truly be said of this book 
that after one has begun to read, he 
will find it hard to lay it down. 


Dr. Ironside’s Bible. Notes and Quotes 
from the Margins. (Loizeaux Bros., New 
York 10; $2.50.) Dr. Ironside and his 
assistant pastor, Dr. Pugmire, were pack- 
ing the former’s books at the close of 
his eighteen-year pastorate of the Moody 
Church, in Chicago. Dr. Pugmire tells 
how, after working for several days, he 
came across a well-worn Bible in a 
lesser used compartment. He was told 
that this was the Bible that had been 
used during a large part of Dr. Iron- 
side’s pastorate there. Then Dr. Pug- 
mire tells how he came to own that 
Bible. “Considering the faet that Dr. 
Ironside had been like a father to me, 
and was my hero as an expositor, I dared 
to mention that I should treasure such 
a possession for my very own.” 

The notes and quotes have been care- 
fully collected and arranged. for those 
who wish to get an insight into’ the 
methods of study of this prince of ex- 
positors. Three full-page photographs 
of the flyleaves and texts are included, 
as well as a photograph of Dr. Ironside 
preaching from the Moody Church pul- 
pit. Not many of us would like to have 
our thoughts spread out for all to read, 
yet there is something very beautiful 
in following this devoted servant as he 
read his Bible. Many of us who have 
taken delight in sitting at his feet will 
feel, as we read, as if we were sitting 
there again. 

The comments are brief, but many of 
them are helpful. Here are a few sam- 
ples: “Deut. 14:12-19. All birds of the 
night were unclean—Ye are not of the 
night nor of the darkness’”; “Isaiah 28: 
10. ‘Line upon line.’ See this illustrated 
in the frequent repetitions of the sac- 
rificial ritual.” It is surptising how notes 
made only for his own use can be of 
use to others. “If the reader will fit 
these notes with chapter and verse, he 
will find the map leading to buried 
treasure.” 


A Planned Program for the Church 
Year, How To Increase Church In- 
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Lesson for December 4 


come, and How To Increase Church 
Membership and Attendance, By Wel- 
don Crossland. (Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., $2 each.) These three 


volumes, all similar in format and ap- . 


proach, come from the pen of the pastor 
of Asbury-First Methodist Church in 
Rochester. A number of valuable in- 
sights and proved techniques are in- 
cluded, but most readers of the TImMEs 
will miss an emphasis on the atonement 
of Jesus Christ (there is much stress 
on following Him); on preparation for 
eternity (the Gospel’s value for here 
and now has pre-eminence); on the 
claims of Christ for‘ separation from un- 
belief (the program of the National 
Council and the goal of organic union 
are viewed in a favorable light). 

Pastors and laymen who will read and 
study these volumes discriminately may 
find some helpful suggestions, for the 
author recommends voluntary giving as 
the means of church support, layman 
activity in the task of evangelism, and 
the reclaiming of “dead wood” as a goal 
of pastoral calling. 


So Pilgrim Rang the Bells. By Richard 
Ellsworth Day. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) It took 
courage to write another biography of 
John Bunyan, author of such great 
classics as “The Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
“The Holy War,” “Grace Abounding,” 
and others. Dr. Day has done it well, 
in his unique style, weaving the narra- 
tive around the theme of bells, as though 
Bunyan were ringing great and small 
chimes. 

The outstanding facts of the writer’s 
life are given, and chapter XV contains 
a tabulated chronology, from 1558-1691— 
of course going beyond the limits of 
Bunyan’s own life. Two other chapters 
that will be of special interest to book- 
lovers are IX and X, which contain a 
complete list of Bunyan’s more than 
sixty works, with brief comments on 
each. The story is broken up into short 
paragraphs, with vignettes of little bells 
between, making it easy to read; and 
since there are only 151 pages, it is 
not a long, heavy work. Dr. Day, a very 
thorough researcher, has turned up many 
interesting facts which probably most 
readers today do not know. He tells 
what Bunyan looked like, and describes 
the lovely Christian character of his 
first and second wives, and Bunyan’s 
love for his children. He gives an ac- 
curate account of his terms in prison— 
often misunderstood—and how he wrote 
“Pilgrim’s Progress.” He uses many in- 
teresting quotations from Bunyan’s own 
writings, which are like windows into 
the heart and soul of this prisoner of 
Christ. 

This latest biography by Dr. Day is a 
fine record of one of the church’s great- 
est Christians; and it will surely stimu- 
late the rereading of his three greatest 
works and probably many others, where 
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they can be found. This is a valuable 
contribution to our present-day Chris- 
tian literature. 


Spiritual Home Training for the Child. 
By Larry Lorensen. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $2.25.) The author’s intention is 
to discover what help a parent today 
needs, and then to provide such help, 
in a convenient way, from already ex- 
isting material. Judged by these self- 
imposed standards, the author succeeds 
in producing a helpful and informative 
book. Beginning with simple lessons for 
the infant, he anticipates the problems 
of spiritual training at each age level. 
He gives helpful suggestions for activ- 
ities on Sunday afternoon, and in rela- 
tion to the church. He leaves the parent 
impressed with the responsibilities God 
has placed on him. 


The Secret of the Universe. By Nathan 
R. Wood. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Now in 
its tenth edition—this work first ap- 
peared in 1932—this apologetic for the 
Christian faith views the universe as an 
expression of, and therefore an evidence 
for, the existence of the triune God. 
For example, in the outer universe there 
are three basic things—space, time, and 
matter. But these are so related that 
they are really a tri-unity. Further, 
space is threefold; so are time and mat- 
ter. In all the universe there is a unique 
combination of threes analogous to the 
blessed Trinity. 

But the triune God is also the secret 
of the riddle of the universe. Problems 
of logic, ethics, and aesthetics are solved 
by calling attention to their threefold 
character. The author concludes: “Is 
it too much to say that all things be 
open to the thinker who knows the 
triune God, and who dares to apply the 
supreme Fact of the universe to the 
other facts of the universe?” 

The continuing demand for this work 
shows its popular appeal. May this 
printing bring many to the God of the 
universe. 


Mission on Main Street. By Helga 
Bender Henry. (W. A. Wilde Co., Bos- 
ton 16; $2.75.) This is a thorough and 
sympathetic review of the sixty-seven 
years of faithful witness and labor of 
love of the Union Rescue Mission of 
Los Angeles. As Dr. Wilbur Smith states 
in his preface: “It is sympathetically 
written and the narrative is most care- 
fully balanced—the dark periods and the 
disturbing experiences that the missions 
suffered from time to time are set down 
with the same thoroughness as _ the 
brighter days, and the truly great 
achievements of the institution.” 

It is a most interesting and inspiring 
record of answered prayer and of the 
dedication of the many prominent men 
who gave of themselves to maintain this 
strongly fundamental testimony in one 
of America’s largest and fastest growing 
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cities. This paragraph from page 169 
is worth quoting: “The mission’s daily 
log is a conglomerate of many treas- 
ures, some more colorful and unusual 
than others. But the genuine glitter of 
the mission is not the unusual; it is the 
miraculous, the redemptive touch of the 
risen Lord upon all who call in faith 
upon His name.” 


In the Arena of Faith. By Erich Sauer. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) Convinced that 
“God’s people need a new awakening,” 
the author finds the cause of lethargy 
in earthly-mindedness, and the cure in 
a renewed vision of the person of Jesus 
Christ. He studies Hebrews 12, empha- 
sizing in the sacred text much of the 
imagery borrowed from athletic con- 
tests to illustrate the Christian life. Any- 
one who wants to remain complacent 
in his life should not read this book. 
It is a powerful exposure of sins that 
modern Christians have come to feel 
are somehow legitimate, and, as well, 
it is a loving unveiling of the Saviour 
in many of His incomparable attributes. 


Topics for Youth Fellowship No. 17. 
Compiled by Tom A, Smith. (The War- 
ner Press, Anderson,’ Ind., 75 cents.) 
Older young people’s groups will find 
a special challenge in these twenty-one 
topic developments by various authors. 
One such, selected at random, is en- 
titled, “Taking Stock,” and after its pre- 
liminaries, the author describes a suit- 
able publicity poster, lists resource 
material, then proceeds to the discus- 
sion. This is here introduced by a 
pantomime in which Miss Ex. (for Ex- 
trovert) states her behavior problems 
then shows how the Word of God and 
prayer hold all the answers. The in- 
trovert, Mr. In., is next brought to the 
fore, and his difficulties likewise aired 
and solved. The whole is followed by 
a summary evaluating these two per- 
sonalities in terms of emotional and 
spiritual maturity. 

Another unusually helpful program, 
under the caption, “It’s Time to Begin 
Dating,” pictures the various stages of 
boy-and-girl companionship, and shows 
why among teen-agers “going steady is 
the refuge of a lazy boy and a selfish 
girl.” It also clarifies ideas regard- 
ing the emotional life -of date-seekers, 
and names helpful related booklets ob- 
tainable from any church publishing 
house. 


Are the New Testament Documents 
Reliable? By F. F. Bruce. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.) When asked, “Reliable as what?” 
the author replied that he is “concerned 
chiefly. with the reliability of the New 
Testament writings as records of fact, 
but their reliability as witnesses to the 
revelation of God in Christ is not for- 
gotten.” Insisting on the relevance of 


(Continued on page 936) 
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The Fall of Mighty Babylon 


(Continued from page 919) 


held the fingers of a man’s hand writing 
upon the plaster of the wall. The sight 
struck terror to his soul and “his knees 
smote one against another.” All his 
wise men could not interpret the hand- 
writing upon the wall. Finally Daniel 
was called in to interpret the divine 
message written on the wall of the ban- 
quet hall. Daniel said he would make 
known the interpretation. He first re- 
minded the king that his grandfather, 
Nebuchadnezzar, had been humbled for 
his pride “till he knew that the most 
high God ruled in the kingdom of men, 
and that he appointeth over it whom- 
soever he will.” 

Then Daniel said: “And thou his son, 
O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart, though thou knewest all this; but 
hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven; and they have brought the 
vessels of his house before thee, and 
thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them; 
and thou hast praised the gods of sil- 
ver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and 
stone, which see not, nor hear, nor 
know: and the God in whose hand thy 
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified” (Dan. 5:22, 23). 

Then Daniel gave the interpretation, 
as recorded in Daniel 5: 25-28, which ends 
with the startling words: “Thy kingdom 
is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians.” 

That very night King Belshazzar and 
his lords and princes were slain. And 
Darius, the Mede, captured the city 
by changing the course of the River 
Euphrates, entering the city of Babylon 
under its great, massive walls. 

Thus the prophecies of Jeremiah were 
fulfilled to the very letter: “One post 
shall run to meet another, and one mes- 
senger to meet another, to shew the king 
of Babylon that his city is taken at one 
end, and that passages are stopped, and 
the reeds they have burned with fire, 
and the men of war are affrighted” (Jer. 
51:31, 32). 

Jeremiah’s prophecy that Babylon’s 
rulers would be conquered and slain in 
their’ drunken sleep was literally ful- 
filled: “And I will make drunk her 
princes, and her-wise men, her captains, 
and her rulers, and her mighty men: 
and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, 
and not wake, saith the King, whose 
name is the Lord of hosts. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; The broad walls of 
Babylon shall be utterly broken, and 
her high gates shall be burned with 
fire’ (Jer. 51:57, 58). 

The Medo-Persian empire under Da- 
rius and Cyrus superseded that of Baby- 
lon. In the centuries that followed, the 
full judgments predicted against Baby- 
lon by Isaiah and Jeremiah have been 
fulfilled with precise accuracy through- 
out the long centuries. The Prophet 
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Isaiah, speaking by divine inspiration 
2,500 years ago, said: 

“The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah 
the son of Amoz did see. And Babylon, 
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the+ 
Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It shall never be inhabited, neither shall 
it be dwelt in from generation to gener- 
ation: neither shall the Arabian pitch 
tent there; neither shall the shepherds 
make their fold there. But wild beasts 
of the desert shall lie there; and their 
houses shall be full of doleful creatures; 
and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs 
shall dance there’’ (Isa. 13:1, 19, 20, 21). 

Jeremiah also foretold the downfall 
and the future desolation of the city. 
In Jeremiah 51:37, 43, 49 we read: 

“And Babylon shall become heaps, a 
dwellingplace for dragons, an astonish- 
ment, and an hissing, without an in- 
habitant. Her cities are a desolation, a 
dry land, and a wilderness, a land 
wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth 
any son of man pass thereby. As Baby- 
lon hath caused the slain of Israel to 
fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain 
of all the earth.” 

Prof. Hermann Hilprecht, the well- 
known archaeologist, says: “The pro- 
verbial fertility and prosperity of Baby- 
lonia have long disappeared. The mighty 
kings of yore have passed away, their 
empires were shattered, their countries 
destroyed. What a contrast between the 
ancient civilization and the modern 
degradation! Wild animals, bears, and 
hyenas, jackals, and wolves, and an oc- 
casional lion infest the jungle.” 

Long ago, in the days of Babylon’s 
greatness, who would have imagined 
that this mighty city would become a 
heap of ruins and the habitation of wild 
beasts of the desert! But God had 
spoken the word of destruction through 
His servants the prophets, and it has 
come to pass precisely as predicted. 
After such a demonstration, who can 
doubt the divine inspiration of the Word 
of God! “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass 
away.” 

(To be continued) 


Awakening in His Likeness 
(Continued from second page) 


the triumphs of Jesus, and when His 
people shall be victorious with Him. 
Spurgeon’s Sermons. 

“There is a threefold meaning in this 
verse; 1. The saints will greatly delight 
in the glorious state in which they will 
rise. 2. They will greatly delight in 
Jesus, in Whom, and by Whom, resur- 
rection and immortality are brought to 
light; and 3. They will delight greatly 
in beholding the blessed and reconciled 
countenance of Jehovah, the Father, 
Whom no eye of flesh can see. Benjamin 
Weiss.” 
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THE DEBT WE OWE 
THE REFORMERS 


¢¢TF YOU would give us an 

historical sketch on religion 
beginning with the Protestant 
Reformation of the sixteenth cen- 
tury,” wrote a reader of the TIMEs, 
“it would be good for us. You 
might indicate the contributions 
of such men as Martin Luther and 
John Calvin.” Such a _ review 
would indeed be valuable, for most 
Protestants know too little about 
the tremendous debt which we 
owe, politically and religiously, to 
the Reformers. 

So the Editor asked one of the 
best qualified men to write on this 
subject for Sunpay ScHoo., TIMeEs 
readers. He is Dr. Earle E. Cairns, 
Ph.D., professor of History at 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. He 
is also the author of a recent book, 
“Christianity Through the Cen- 
turies” (favorably reviewed in 
more than a dozen periodicals, and 
in the Trwes June 4, 1955). Dr. 
Cairns has written the following 
five articles for THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs: 

I. Reform Before the 
Reformation 


Il. The Pioneer of Reformation 


Ill. The Presbyterian and 
Reformed Heritage 


IV. Pope, Prelate, or Presbyter? 
V. Radicalism and Reaction 


From A.D. 1215 to the present 
Dr. Cairns traces the history of the 
Reformation. He reviews the val- 
uable work of such brave men as 
Wycliffe, Huss, Zinzendorf, Martin 
Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Farel, 
Knox, Cranmer; and the Puritans 
both in England and America; 
and evaluates the work of the 
Lutherans, Anabaptists, and Men- 
nonites. 

Dr. Cairns’ five articles will be- 
gin in the issue of December 17 
and appear every other week. An 
18-weeks subscription to THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Trmes at $1 (Canada, 
$1.10 U.S.A. dollars) will include 
the series of five articles by Dr. 
Cairns. For each three new 18- 
weeks subscriptions to the Trmegs, 
if you are a resident of the United 
States, you may have, without 
additional money cost, one copy of 
Edgar Ainslie’s studies in the Book 
of Revelation entitled “The Dawn 
of the’ Scarlet Age.” Send all 
subscriptions at one time, men- 
tioning this offer. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 


325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5 
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Lesson for December 4 
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LESSON 10. DECEMBER 4. MEANING OF DISCIPLESHIP 
Luke 9: 7-62; printed text, verses 23-36 
Golden Text.—If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.—Luke 9:23 


THE KiInG JAMES VERSION 
Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come 
after mec, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and foliow me. 
24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but who- 
soever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 
25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole 
world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 
26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, 
of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall 
come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy 


30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which 
were Moses and Elias: 

31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which 
he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy 
with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, 
and the two men that stood with him, 
~ 33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter 
said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and 
let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said. 

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and over- 
shadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the 














angels. 


27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of 


God, 


28 And it came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up 


into a mountain to pray. 


29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was 
altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
N HIS recently published: book, “The 
[ eect of the Righteous” (Christian 
Publications, Harrisburg, Pa., $2.50), 
Dr..A. W. Tozer has a disturbing chap- 
ter entitled, “That Utilitarian Christ.” 
In it he has this statement: “We must 
be extremely careful that the Christ we 
profess to follow is indeed the very 
Christ of God. There is always danger 
that we may be following a Christ who 
is not the true Christ but one conjured 
up by our imagination and made in our 
own image.” Then he proceeds to de- 
pict a Christ who is expected to wait 
upon His people hand and foot, to honor 
their least whim, and to be a general 
factotum to promote all their pet proj- 
ects. This is a far cry from the Christ 
who said, “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 
9:23). In these days of high pressure 
salesmanship and advanced techniques of 
promotion, we are in danger, through 
our worship of the god “results,” to 
present a distorted picture of the Chris- 
tian life in order to secure decisions, 
There are those who profess to preach 
the Gospel of Christ crucified, but pro- 
claim only half the message of the cross. 
Christ proclaimed His own cross, but 
He made it clear that the cross was also 
the way for all who would follow Him. 
It is this latter note which is too much 
lacking, and this lack makes for shal- 


cloud. 
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lowness in the Christian life. Our les- 
son portion includes a classic passage 
on the cross as the way of life for all 
who would follow Christ, and it is 
noticeable that our Lord proclaimed this 
to all, not only to His disciples. 

It is as much our duty to keep peo- 
ple from making a false profession 
through ignorance of what is involved 
in accepting Christ as to urge decision 
on the part of those to whom the Gospel 
is truly proclaimed. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 9:23—“If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me.” 
Notice to whom this is addressed—all. 
The phrase. “come after me” signifies 
being of Christ’s company, while “fol- 
low me” has to do with making Him our 
pattern of conduct, which involves a 
denial of self and a daily dying to self. 
Remempber that the cross is not just 
one of life’s adversities, but an instru- 
ment of death. 

Verse 24.—“. . 
i» 5 Ms « 
the loss of everything, but renuncia- 
tion of all worldly aims and ambitions 
in favor of the honor of Christ fills the 
life with enduring values, even for all 
eternity. 

Verse 25.—“. . . if he gain the whole 
world, and lose himself .. .” Worldly 
gain is only transitory. A man who has 
spent himself for it has lived in vain, 
has dissipated his manhood, and ends 
up a lost soul. 


, Save... lose... lose 


35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This 
is my beloved Son: hear him, 

36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. 
And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any 
of, those things which they had seen. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


.” Self-promotion ends in’ 








































Verse 26.—“For whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me... the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he shall come . , .” See 
how glory centers upon the Son at His 
coming. These are not the words of a 
popular hero, but the words of One “de- 
spised and rejected of men.” It is our 
glory not to be ashamed of Him! 

Verse 27.—“. . . some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they 
see the kingdom of God.” This prob- 
ably refers to the scene of the Trans- 
figuration, which immediately follows, 
and where there was a foreview of the 
glory of the Kingdom (2 Pet. 1: 16-18). 

Verse 28.—“, . . about an eight days 
... took Peter and John and James... 
into a mountain to pray.” The phrase 
“an eight days” means a week, the start- 
ing day and the ending day both being 
counted. Only Luke indicates that our 
Lord’s purpose in going up the mountain 
was “to pray.” 

Verse 29—“, . . the fashion of his 
countenance was altered, and his rai- 
ment was white and glistering.” Luke 
does not use the term “transfigured” 
(Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2), but tells us the , 
outward effects in His face, and even His 
clothing. 

Verse 30.—*. . . two men, which were 
Moses and Elias.” Moses represents the 
Law, and Elijah the Prophets. We know 
that Elijah went to Heaven without dy- 
ing (2 Kings 2:11). For Moses, see the 
strange hint in Jude 9. 

Verse 31.—“, . . spake of his decease 
which he should accomplish at Jerusa- 
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lem.”. The death of Christ was an ac- 
complishment, not the stroke of fate 
which ended accomplishment. The theme 
of the Law and the Prophets is “Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” All Heaven 
was interested in that event. 

Verse 32.—*. . . heavy with sleep... 
awake, they saw his glory ., .” In the 
gloom of Gethsemane these three suc- 
cumbed to the weight of sleep. In the 
blaze of transfiguration glory they fought 
it off, and did not miss the vision. 

Verse 33.—“. . . Peter said ... let us 
make three tabernacles . . . not knowing 
what he said.” Peter would have de- 
tained Moses and Elijah and prolonged 
the heavenly experience, so he offered 
his assistance. His speech betrayed his 
ignorance of the meaning of what he 
saw and heard. 

Verse 34—“. . . there came a cloud 

. ..and they feared ...” Their fear 
suggests that it was not an ordinary 
cloud. It may have been one of deep 
darkness, contrasting suddenly with the 
glory. 

Verse 35.—“. . . a voice ... This is 
my beloved Son: hear him.” Just as 
God spoke out of the thick darkness to 
Israel at Sinai. But how different the 
message—not law, but grace! 

Verse 36.—“. . . Jesus was found alone 
.... The Law and the Prophets bear 
their witness to Christ, and leave Him 
sole Master of the field. He is not sim- 
ply primus inter pares (first among 
equals); He is unique, and stands alone. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our lesson portion falls into two dis- 
tinct parts. The first is our Lord’s teach- 
ing on discipleship (vs. 23-26), and the 
second describes for us that wonderful 
scene which we generally know as the 
Transfiguration (vs. 27-36). These sec- 
tions are not unrelated as they at first 
might seem to be. The first speaks of 
a going down, the second of a going up, 
and that is always the order in the King- 
dom of God. First we stoop to the cross, 
and then we climb to the glory. Or we 
might put it this way—the cross is the 
way up. 

Following Christ is not a means of 
getting my way, securing my ends, at- 
taining my goals, realizing my ambitions, 
amassing my fortune. Following Christ 
means a renunciation of all these things. 
It means that I deny myself—that is, that 
I keep saying No to all that self de- 
mands. It means the death of self re- 
newed day by day. It is by such throw- 
ing away, casting down, mortifying of 
my own life that I gain true life, a life 
that is full, not of transient things which 
at the end of my brief span here I must 
leave to go out in utter nakedness and 
loss, but rather a life which is being 
daily filled more full of abiding values 
which not only enrich the present but 
will go with me into the life beyond. 


Only those who live this life through 


Last Week’s Lesson 
9. November 27.—Spread of the Good 
BD ceasends Luke 8:1-21; 9:1-6; 10:1-24 
Next Week’s Lesson 
11, December 11.—Who Is My Neigh- 
bor? Luke 10:25-37 








, death arrive at the vision of glory and 


come to a true concept of Christ. To 
them Christ is not simply their servant 
in things mundane, but the one who lifts 
them above the earthly to dwell in the 
heavenlies. For those who go the way 
of the cross, Christ is transfigured. For 
them Heaven comes down to meet them 
on the mountaintop of communion and 
blessing. For them Moses and Elias, the 
Law and the Prophets, become vocal 
and radiant with the testimony of Christ, 
until they have ears and eyes only for 
Him. Others may catch passing glimpses 
of Christ in the crowded highways; these 
have the privilege of finding Him alone 
for them on the mountaintop. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The price of discipleship—the cross 
(Luke 9: 23-26) 

2. The privilege of discipleship—the 
glory (vs. 27-36) 


Topics for Development 

Ashamed of Jesus. When our Lord 
spoke of men being ashamed of Him, He 
was not indulging in some poetic lan- 
guage. From a worldly.point of view 
it was very easy to be ashamed of Him. 
He had no standing socially, religiously, 
educationally, nor any other way in 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was the occasion of our Lord’s 
teaching on the requirements of 
discipleship? 

2. To whom did our Lord give this 
teaching about taking up the cross? 

3. How does Luke’s statement of this 
teaching differ from the accounts in Mat- 
thew and Magk? ° 

4. In what state will Christ appear at 
His second coming? 

5. On what occasions did Jesus take 
Peter, James, and John with Him, with- 
out the other apostles? 

6. What does Luke say about our 
Lord’s purpose in going up into the 
Mount? 

7. What word is used by Matthew and 
Mark to describe the glory of Jesus on 
the Mount? 

8. Where in the Epistles is the Trans- 
figuration referred to? 

9. On what two occasions were Peter, 
James, and John troubled with sleepi- 
ness? 

10. What was the topic of conversation 
between Moses and Elijah and Jesus? 


(Answers on page 933) 


which men would look for prestige. 
Moreover, as time went on these words 
gained new significance. Jesus became 
the target of the hatred of the rulers, 
and to associate with Him was to share 
the scorn and antagonism of His enemies, 
Finally, He went to the cross, dying the 
death of a common criminal. Who 
would want to be known as a friend of 
one so abased, and in Jewish eyes actu- 
ally cursed of God! 

Today the cross is romanticized, but 
has lost its meaning. The Christ of the 
real cross is still despised and rejected 
of men, and if one desires to be recog- 
nized by this world he will not want 
to be known as a friend of the Jesus 
of Calvary. Right here lies the test, 
and it is as we see that cross transfigured 
by the great redemptive accomplish- 
ment, and see Christ exalted at God's 
right hand, that we can shake off that 
lurking sense of shame that haunts even 
the Christian, and really glory in Christ 
and His cross. 

Sleep. Sleep is one of God’s richest 
blessings to men. Shakespeare in “Mac- 
beth” describes it as 


the innocent sleep, 
Sleep that knits the ravell’d sleave of 


care, 
The death of each day’s life, sore labour's 
bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature's 


second course, 

Chief nourisher in life’s feast, 

But life is not all sleep. There are 
times when sleep becomes vice. A sen- 
try sleeping on duty is reckoned to have 
committed a criminal offense. However 
much sympathy we may have for Peter, 
James, and John in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, we must admit that there sleep 
was inexcusable in that hour when the 
Lord Jesus actually craved the help of 
their watchful companionship. On the 
Mount of Transfiguration they almost 
feel into the same trap, but whether by 
dint of strong effort on their own part, 
or whether by some special enduement 
of grace, they fought off the heaviness 
of sleep. Just think what they would 
have missed if they had slept in that 
hour! 

How little we can compute our losses 
because of the’ times when we have 
allowed our souls to slumber. There is 
a time to sleep, but in the realm of the 
Spirit the cry goes forth, “It is high 
time to awake out of sleep” (Rom. 
13:11). 


Practical Applications 

If you would know the communion of 
the mount you must first know the fel- 
lowship of the cross. 

Christ’s mission is not to help you gain 
the world but to save you from the 
world. 

We have not learned to live until we 
have learned to die. 

If we were more ashamed of ourselves 
we would so act that Christ would not 
be ashamed of us in that day. 

Be sure to frequent the mount of 
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Lesson for December 4 


prayer. It will become for you the 

mount of vision and transfiguration. 
Bible conferences are good so long 

as they bring us to a meeting with Jesus. 


Golden Text 

Luke 9:23.—“. . . come after me... 
follow me.” Christ is not looking for 
fans, but followers. If you want the 
honor of His company you must follow 
Him in the denial of self and the way 
of the cross. 

ELMuHugsrT, ILL. 

bo 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 


“Hail, Thou Once-Despised Jesus!” 
“More Love to Thee, O Christ” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, our only Saviour, by whose great 
sacrifice our pardon and the renewing 
of our heart were made possible, give 
us the love for Thee that makes us glad 
to live for One who died for us. Make 
us willing for everything that makes a 
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true disciple and may we ever seek first 
the Kingdom. Use the faithful work 
of all who give men the Gospel. 
Strengthen and bless Thy Church for 
her work in our time. Hear the cry of 
all suffering and distressed ones and bless 
those who toil to relieve human woe. 
Let our study of Thy Word today make 
us better followers of Thine. Forgive 
our selfishness and renew us in Thy 
likeness. Revive Thy work in every 
Christian heart and awaken the uncon- 
verted to their sin and need, and draw 
them to trust Thee for Thy great sal- 
vation. We ask all for Thy name's sake 
and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The way into a 
strong and effective Christian life never 
has been easy and never will be. “If 
any man will come after me,” says our 
Lord in the Golden Text, “let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.” This is costly, but those 
who sacrifice most for Christ count most 
for Him, 

In 1920 John Sung, son of a Chinese 
Methodist pastor, landed in the United 
States to study. In a few years of bril- 


CALENDAR OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 





(Lk.9:23) 








“If any man will come dfter me, let him deny himself, 
dnd tare up his cross DAILY, and follow me.” 





Twelve of Mr. Russell’s lesson cartoons will appear on a wall calendar for 1956. 


It comes folded for easy mailing and the open size is 6%x16% inches. 
copy, 35 cents; 3 for $1; 10 for $3; from Cathedral Press, Box 62, Brainerd, Minn. 


Prices: Single 
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liant work he had his doctor’s degree in 
chemistry, and attractive offers came his 
way. But the call of Christ also came, 
and, after a period of great spiritual 
struggle, John Sung died to self to let 
Christ rule. Soon afterward he had a 
dream in which he saw himself as a 
corpse im a coffin, dressed in college 
gown and cap and holding his diploma. 
A voice said, “John Sung is dead—dead 
to’ the world and to self!” Then the 





A True Disciple 


DEAD SELF 
ALIVE TO CHRIST 


corpse began to stir and awaken and 
angels began to weep until he called 
out: “Don’t weep, angels! I will re- 
main dead to the world and to self.” 
After he got home to China his father 
urged him to take a position in a uni- 
versity and help educate his younger 
brothers. He replied, “I cannot, for I 
have dedicated my life to the preaching 
of the Gospel.” Though tempting offers 
came to him, the son lived the same life 
of poverty in the service of Christ his 
father had lived before him, What things 
were gain to him, those he counted loss 
for Christ, and for fifteen years he swept 
like a flame through China and South- 
east Asia in a work that made him 
China’s greatest evangelist. He died in 
his early forties, but left behind thou- 
sands of converts and many revived 
churches through whom God is working 











today. 
What is the secret of such denial of 
self? Here it is: 


Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will 
strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace, 


Catcary, ALTA, CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


. take up his cross daily, and fol- 
low me” (Luke 9:23).—A person is not 
saved by carrying a cross¢daily. One 
is saved by making a personal applica- 
tion of the vicarious death of the Sav- 
iour on the cross. He bore “our sins in 
his own body on the tree [or cross]” (1 
Pet. 2:24). When we single ourselves 
out from the crowd, and say with the 
Apostle Paul, “The Son of God ..., 
loved me, and gave himself for me,” 
salvation is a reality! “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved ...” (Acts 16:31). 

A disciple is a learner, a follower. The 
Lord Jesus not only said, “Come unto 
me ... and I will give you rest,” but 
also, “Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me ... and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls” (Matt. 11:28, 29). 

It is the privilege—and duty—of each 


grow 


“ 
. 
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person who has found rest by respond- 
ing to the gracious invitation of the 
Saviour immediately to start in study- 
ing Him as He is presented in the Word 
of God—particularly in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John—with the purpose of 
learning how to become a worthy dis- 
ciple of His. 

Taking up one’s cross daily does not 
mean the patient endurance of a per- 
sonal sorrow, infirmity, or affliction. 
Such trials are covered by other Scrip- 
tures (see 2 Cor. 12:7-10; 1 Pet. 5:7). 
Taking up the cross daily means the 
patient endurance of reproach and per- 
secution and the facing of death if needs 
be, as a result of one’s confession of 
Christ before men in lip and life. 

If a man were seen carrying-a cross 
in Palestine, in our Saviour’s day, the 
spectators would know that that man 
was on his way to death. by crucifixion. 

The newspapers have considerable to 
say about the Mau Mau’s violent at- 
tempts to drive the white man from 
Kenya, Africa. Stanley High in an ar- 
ticle in the May, 1954, issue of Reader’s 
Digest says, “Today it is not the white 
man whom the Mau Mau hates most; 
it is the African Christian.” 

An Anglican Bishop is quoted in the 
article as saying: “Christianity was first 
preached in Kenya .only about fifty 
years ago. Yet this faith has laid hold 
on the lives of. these people that they 
are already adding a Kenya chapter to 
the Book of Christian Martyrs.” 

An African Christian takes his life in 
his hand when he leaves his hut to at- 
tend a service in Kenya. A prayer com- 
monly heard among them today is, “Not 
that we may be kept safe, but that we 
may be kept faithful.” 

“When, now, an African Christian is 
murdered, his fellow Christians often 
march to the cemetery singing, ‘Onward, 
Christian Soldiers.’” These believers are 
saved by grace, through faith, without 
works, but it is costing them dearly to 
be disciples of Christ. They know what 
the Lord meant when He said, “Whoso- 
ever will lose his life for my sake, the 
same shall save it.” 


“For what is a man advantaged, if he 
gain the whole world, and lose himself 

. 2” (Luke 9:25.)—We often use this 
verse while preaching to the unsaved— 
and it is proper that we should—for they 
should be told that there is no profit in 
gaining worldly prosperity and losing 
their souls; but the interpretation of this 
verse pertains to believers. 

It is sadly possible for a believer to 
live such a carnal, world-prosperous life, 
as to lose his life as far as his testi- 
mony, his discipleship is concerned. 

The very day this is being written, a 
Christian hillbilly, who “has reached 


threescore years and ten, said to me, “I 
wish I had lived a better life as a Chris- 
tian!” 

Special services were being held in a 
cettain town; and as is often the case, 
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opposition made itself felt. But one day 
one of the town’s most prominent men 
rose to his feet and said, “I want it 
known that I am a disciple of Christ 
Jesus; and if there is any odium to be 
cast on this cause, I am prepared to take 
my share of it.” That man knew the 
real meaning of discipleship! 

“ . ,. there be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:27).—This 
verse has been difficult for many Chris- 
tians to understand. The difficulty arises 
from their not realizing that the verses 
immediately following explain it. 

The “some” whom the Lord mentioned 
were Peter, James, and John. The scene 
on the Mount of Transfiguration was a 
preview of the Kingdom of God. Peter 
was not aware of it at the time; but 
when he wrote his Second Epistle, he 
certainly knew it (see 2 Pet. 1:16-18). 

AH the features of the coming King- 
dom were revealed in that scene. The 
apostles were “eyewitnesses” of the ma- 
jesty of the Lord Jesus. They saw the 
Lord receive honor and glory from God 
the Father, when there came such a 
voice from the excellent Glory, “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ was the central 
object in that scene, as He will be when 
the Kingdom is established (1 Tim. 6:15). 
Moses and Elijah were seen with Him 
—Moses representing the saints who 
shall be raised from the dead—Elijeh, 
typical of those “caught up” without 
dying. Peter, John, and James repre- 
sented the saints who will be on earth 
when the Kingdom is set up. The multi- 
tude at the base of the mountain rep- 
resent the nations thaf will be saved 
during the Great Tribulation, who are 
to be brought into the Kingdom when 
it is established (Rev. 7:9-17; 21:24). 

This magnificent preview of the King- 
dom should have fortified the disciples 
for the persecutions which would befall 
them for His sake. And the knowledge 
that we are to be glorified with Him 
should enable us to count it an honor 
to suffer shame for Him now (Rom. 

8:18). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, some years ago a strange 

thing happened not far from my 
home, and yet it was typical of some- 
thing that is taking place all around you 
day by day. Some men were repairing 
a river bridge and one of them was 
standing on a beam that extended above 
the current. A gust of wind blew his 
hat off, lodging it for a brief instant 
on the end of the beam. The man 
moved out to catch it, though his fel- 
low workmen shouted to ‘im to let it 
go. Result: the man succeeded in grasp- 
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ing his hat, but missed his footing, lost 
his balance, and fell into the swift water 
below and was drowned. 

The man recovered his hat, but he 
lost his life in the effort. Question: Was 
the hat worth it? 

In our lesson text today Jesus is ask- 
ing the question, “For what is a man 
advantaged, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose himself ...?” And Jesus is 
not saying, “If he gain a hat”’—He is 
saying, “If he gain the whole world”! 
Did you ever try to think what the whole 
world includes? 

Money: Suppose a man could by some 
endeavor, or trick, or magic, gather up 
all the billions and billions of money 
in the world; Jesus says that if in do- 
ing that he should lose himself (his 
soul), he would be making a bad bar- 
gain. 

Property: Suppose a man could get 
control of and own all the homes and 
farms and industrial plants and stores, 
railroads, steamship lines, telephone and 


telegraph lines and equipment in the: 


world; if in such an achievement he 
should lose his soul, he would be gypped. 

Music: Suppose a music lover could 
command for his own profit and pleas- 
ure all the great orchestras, the bands, 
the world-famous singers, the instru- 
mental soloists in the world, and house 
them in one grand hippodrome for his 
own pleasure—and more than that, if he 
should himself excel] all others in voice 
or in performing upon any instrument— 
if in acquiring all this in music, he 
should lose his own soul, he would be 
defrauded. 

Art: If a picture lover could assemble 
for himself all the great works of art, 
the masterpieces of the ages, all the art 
museums of the world—and if in addi- 
tion to that he could take brush and 
dash upon the canvas a more marvelous 
picture than any artist ever made, till 
his artistic soul had feasted to the full 
— if in reaching that eminence, he should 
lose his immortal soul, he would be 
duped, 

Power: If one should be able to gain 
dictatorship of all the world powers, 
and, in doing so, lose his own soul, he 
would be hopelessly deluded.’ Suppose 
he should get possession of all these 
things combined and every other value 
the world can offer, and, in doing so, 


lose his soul—he would be a hopeless 


and eternal failure. 

Yet all around us we see poor, de- 
ceived, blind humans striving, struggling 
to gain just a fragment of the world’s 
offerings, paying out priceless, eternal 
values for something which perishes 
with the using, or turns to ashes in their 
hands. 

An epitaph said to have been carved 
upon a tombstone: 

Born A HUMAN BEING; 
Diep A WHOLESALE GROCER, 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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Lesson for December 4 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


WO weeks ago you girls put up the 

first seven emblems on our chart. 
Today we want to add two more. Here 
is one for each of you. See how quickly 
you can get them up in the right order. 
(1) Angel and Zacharias, (2) Manger, 
(3) Jesus in the Temple, (4) Satan 
Tempting Christ, (5) Jesus Healing the 
Leper, (6) Jesus Healing the Man 
Brought in His Bed, (7) Jesus saying 
to Matthew, “Follow me,” (8) The 
Widow’s Son, (9) The Sower. 

Lét’s say the memory verse we learned 
last Sunday which answers the ques- 
tion, “Why is the Lord Jesus called the 
Good Shepherd?” Answer, “I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep.” 

Today’s verse brings out even more 
emphatically that Jesus was not mar- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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tyred. No one could take His life from 
Him. He laid down His life for our 
sakes. Question 8, “What did Jesus say 
about laying down His life?” Answer: 
“No man taketh it from me, but I lay 
it down of myself. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again” (John 10:18). Let us say the 
first half of the verse together five times, 
always giving the reference first. Now 
let each one say it alone. Next, we'll 
say the last part of the verse together 
five times. Now let us say the whole 
verse together five times, giving the ref- 
erence both at the beginning and at 
the end. Next Sunday I hope each one 
of us can give this verse from memory. 

Last week we read about Jesus send- 
ing out the Twelve to preach the Gos- 
pel and to heal the sick. Today we are 
going to read some of the wonderful 
things that took place after they re- 
turned from their missionary journey. 
Read Luke 9:10. Here we get a glimpse 
of the happy intimacy between Jesus 
and His disciples. When they came back 
from their preaching tour, they told 
Him all that they had done. Then He 
took them away with Him for a little 
rest. But their vacation was interrupted. 
Read verse 11.’ The crowd followed 
them. We don’t find that even the dis- 
ciples were cross about this! Jesus re- 
ceived the crowd. One version says that 
He welcomed them! He preached to 
them, and then healed those who needed 
healing. 

The Twelve were very patient that 
day, but when it began to get late they 
thought it was time to send the crowd 
away. Read verse 12. Here the dis- 
ciples made a mistake. They tried to 
tell Jesus what He should do instead 
of asking Him what they should do. 
They forgot that He was Lord. If Jesus 
had sent the multitude away when the 
disciples asked Him to, they would have 
missed one of the greatest experiences 
of their lives. Instead of sending the 
people away Jesus said, “Give ye them 
to eat.” In just a few minutes we find 
the Twelve in their right place once 
more, following the Lord’s directions and, 
in so doing, feeding the multitude. But 
the disciples needed further lessons to 
make them realize that Jesus was Lord. 
The miracle of the loaves and fishes 
showed something of His great power. 
Soon He was going to show them some- 
thing of His glory. 

In the next few verses the Lord drew 
their attention to who He was. Read 
verses 18-20. After Peter’s answer, “The 
Christ of God,” Jesus foretold both His 
death and resurrection. Then He went 
on to talk of the cost of following Him. 
Read verses 23-26. Most leaders prom- 
ise prosperity and good times to those 
who follow them, but Jesus did not. He 
said that following Him involved self- 
denial, and even losing one’s life in the 
eyes of the world. But a life lived for 
Christ is the only.kind worth living, and 
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Enjoy OLD TRUTHS 
OF YOUR BIBLE IN 


NEW LIGHT and GLORY 


THE | 
SEPTUAGINT 


a-jint) meaning 
0."" The true Old 
Testament as trans- 
lated before Christ, 
according to tradi- 
tion, by 72 learned 
Rabbis from the 
ancient Hebrew 


The very Bible text Jesus Himself used! 
Now available to the general 
public for the first time. 


YOU HAVE NEVER READ THE BIBLE 
TEXT JESUS USED—because it was 
never before available to you in English. 
In the New Testament, Jesus quotes from 
The Septuagint Bible, the authorized 
translation of the ancient text known and 
used in Jesus’ lifetime and centuries 
before. 

The Septuagint Bible is the oldest version 
of the Old Testament we possess — the 
untampered — version with its 
charm and grandeur intact. It Eres be- 
loved old truths a new glory. A delight in 
itself, it will prove a revelation as a com- 
panion to your favorite scriptures. Now 
offered beautifully bound and printed, 
with scarlet ribbon marker. 


KEY FIGURE IN DISCOVERYZOF DEAD SEA 
SCROLLS PRAISES SEPTUAGINT BIBLE 


“The late discoveries of the Dead Sea Scrolls prove 
that this new edition of the Septuagint brings us nearer 
to the most authentic text of any existing Bible. includ- 
ing those in Hebrew or ris, AR 
ATHANASIUS YESHUE SAMUEL, key figure in the 
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


Only $6.50 postpaid 


Or $11.50 for De Luxe full leather 
edition. 


Order now from your bookseller, or direct to 
Dept. 17. 


THE FALCONS WING DRESS 


INDIAN HILLS, COLORADO 
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the rewards God gives make the best 
this world has to offer seem very small. 


Christians who live for themselves in- 
stead of using their lives for Christ are 
like a man I read about recently. He 
lived in Indiana. This man dropped two 
pennies on the floor of a department 
store, when he pulled out his billfold 
to pay for something he had just or- 
dered. He stooped to hunt for the pen- 
nies, leaving his wallet on the counter. 
When he rose to his feet, the wallet was 
gone! While he was after the two cents 
someone had stolen his fifty dollars. 
People who spend their lives running 
after pleasure, or trying to get rich, will 
one day discover that they have lost the 
riches God meant them to shave in 
Heaven. And what they did have was 
of no value at all in comparison. 


Verses 28-36 tell of an experience that 
three of the apostles had which they 
could never forget. The Transfigura- 
tion proved to them that Jesus was 
greater than anyone else. Both Peter 
and John spoke of this occasion many 
years after, showing that it was still 
vivid in their memories. Ordinarily 
Jesus walked among men dressed as they 
were, with His glory veiled. As we 
read these verses, notice what change 
took place in the Lord’s appearance. 
(His raiment became white and glisten- 
ing.) Yes, and it also tells that His face 
shone with glory. Who came to talk 
with Him? (Moses and Elijah.) Right. 
These two men represent the two great 
companies of people who will be with 
Jesus in Heaven. Moses died and was 
buried, so he represents God’s people 
who have died and will be raised again 
in glorified bodies to go to meet the 
Lord. Elijah did not die but was taken 
to Heaven by a whirlwind and a chariot 
of fire. His body must have been 
changed on the way up to make it fit for 
Heaven! Elijah represents all God’s peo- 
ple who will remain alive till Jesus comes. 
All of us in this room who are saved 
will be part of one or the other of these 
two great companies. In which group 
would you prefer to be? (Elijah’s.) So 
would I. But if we should have to pass 
through death, as Moses did, we will 
just as surely walk those golden streets, 
if our trust is in Jesus Christ our Sav- 
iour. 

Did you notice the subject of the con- 
versation of these two men as they 
talked with Jesus? (They spoke of His 
decease which He should accomplish at 
Jerusalem.) Yes, they talked about the 
coming death of Jesus. The death of 
Christ was the greatest event of all time. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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And these two wonderful men knew 
that the only reason they were fit to 
stand in His presence was because He 
was going to die on the cross for their 
sins. He laid down His life for them, 
and for us. Shall we not give our poor 
little lives to Him for His service? Let 
us close by singing “Living for Jesus.” 
FERNDALE, WASH. 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Work of Christ,” 
for memory work. These cards may be or- 
dered from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 1717, 
Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Following the Lord Jesus (Luke 9:57-62) 


ET’S go traveling with the Lord 

Jesus today! On your Bible map! 
We'll start at Capernaum in Galilee, 
where the little girl was made alive, and 
so many other wonderful things hap- 
pened. Who was the ruler, or tetrarch, 
of Galilee? 


If you were a secret spy in King 
Herod’s palace one day while he was 
talking with his officers, you might have 
snapped a very puzzled, worried expres- 
sion on his face. What was bothering 
him? When the Lord Jesus’ disciples 
got back from their first “preach the 
Gospel” campaign, the Lord went across 
the lake, out of Herod’s country, to 
Bethsaida (Julius) on the northeast 
shore of Gennesaret. Find it? Did you 
get pictures of the strange picnic there? 
Now the Lord is traveling north with 
the Twelve, clear up to Caesarea 
Philippi. It was up here that the Lord 
quizzed His own friends to see if they 
knew better than Herod who He was. 
What did Peter say? 

A week later they are up by Mt. Her- 
mon 1 with its snowcap. Did your mind 
cameras get a picture of a strange scene 
with visitors from Heaven? Then next 
day of a terrible scene of a boy who 
had fits? Back at Capernaum the Lord 
gave His disciples «an object lesson to 
cure quarreling about which of them 
was the greatest. Now we start south, 
going toward Jerusalem. What coun- 
try would they go through to get from 
Galilee to Judea? (Samaria.) The peo- 
ple of Samaria and the Jews were not 
good friends. What happened there? 
So the Lord Jesus and His friends went 
on out around (through Perea). 

Now let us stop and talk about you 
and your travels this week in sowing 
the Word of God. Did you give out 
all your tracts? You may not know into 
what kind of heart ground they fell, but 
can you remember the four kinds that 
the Lord told about? And some of you 





1 This is now usually considered to be the 
mountain of the Transfiguration. 
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iow)’ A BASIC BIBLE LIBRARY 


YOURS — Low Monthly ia ome 
_ Five Days FREE Trial - 


A Commentary, a Bible and a Concordance are indispensable to an earnest 
Christian seeking Bible knowledge. AT LAST you can easily obtain three of 
the world’s greatest works of their kind ever’ published. They are truly a 
marvelous trio of Bible helps leading you like three wise counselors to a deeper 
personal knowledge and a clearer understanding of the precious truths of God's 
word. Don’t miss this chance—use coupon without delay. 


Famous Time-Tested Classics 
Used, acclaimed and loved by leading Bible scholars. GIANT BOOKS not only in 
size and scholarly content—almost 3,000 pages—but also in quality, lifelong service 


and satisfaction. Our six months’ payment plan and five days’ free trial offer bring 
these great works within the reach of all. Act NOW! 


COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE 


By Jamieson, Fausset & Brown - 











Four volumes combined in one. Sunday School Times calls it, “The greatest 
one volume Commentary.” Gives you critical and explanatory comments on every~verse 
in the Bible. “The best Commentary on the whole Bible I have ever known,” says Dr. 
Robert G. Lee. 1,347 large double column pages. 634" x 10” Strong reinforced cloth 
binding. Only $7.95 


BIBLE ENCYCLOPAEDIA AND DICTIONARY 


By A. M. Fausset 


Provides a tremendous amount of usable information on thousands of subjects— 

characters, places, events, the great -Bible themes, prophesies, etc. Complete and ‘ ang 
unabridged edition. Arranged alphabetically. Moody Monthly says, “Prob- 

ably the best one volume Bible Encyclopaedia ever prepared . . . contains 
around a million words.” Critical, expository and homiletical: refreshingly 
evangelical. 753 large double column pages; 600 illustrations; 61/2” x 934”. 
Strong reinforced eloth binding. Only $5.95 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 
By Alexander Cruden 


New Clear-type Edition, includes more than 200,000 references to both the King James 
Version and the Revised Version; also Scripture proper names. This unfailing index to 
key words affords quick and ea$y access to desired Scripture verses. Dwight L. Moody 
said, ‘“‘Next to the Bible I would advise you to get Cruden’s Concordance.” 783 large 
double column pages; 51/2” x 81.” Strong reinforced cloth binding. Only $3.50 


Mey 


NOTE: Pay only $4.90 now with coupon. Make six easy monthly payments of 
only $2.00 each (plus pogsee). If you have any of the three books you may 
order the others with 50 down payment; balance $2.00 per month. 


Coupon acceptable at your bookstore or mail to 


© /ONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE ay 


GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN Means 2 ae 
SCOCHSSSSOSSSSSSOSSESOSCSSSSSSSOSSOSOSSSOSSSOSSSSCESE , eeeeseeee@ 
$ Zondervan Publishing House, Dept. SS11, 1415 Lake Drive S.£., ‘ 














e Grand Rapids 6 At all 
@ Enclosed please find $ (First Payment) for which please send me books as checked below: Religious 
© (0 Commentary On The Whole Bible. $7.95. [) Bible Encyclopaedia ond Dictionary. $5.95 Book 
« (C0 Cruden's Complete Concordance. $3.50 Stores 
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Jungle Doctor Books 
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BY PAUL WHITE 


Now! All Twelve 
Titles of the New 
American Edition 
are available in 
new colorful plastic 
covers. \ 
$1.50 each 


Each of these 
books tells some- 
thing of the fascin- 
ating work and 
experiences of a modern-day medical mis- 
sionary in the jungles of Tanganyika, East 
Africa. Lively conversation, friction style, 
bring home the true atmosphere of today’s 
mission work. 

JUNGLE DOCTOR 


JUNGLE DOCTOR —- 
ON SAFARI 


JUNGLE DOCTOR 
OPERATES 


JUNGLE DOCTOR AT- 
TACKS WITCHCRAFT 


8] JUNGLE DOCTOR'S 
=NEMIES 


¥ 4 JUNGLE DOCTOR 
. MEETS A LION 


JUNGLE DOCTOR 
TO THE RESCUE 


JUNGLE DOCTOR’S 
CASE-BOOK 


JUNGLE DOCTOR AND 
THE WHIRLWIND 


EYES ON THE 
JUNGLE DOCTOR 


JUNGLE DOCTOR 
LOOKS FOR TROUBLE 


JUNGLE DOCTOR 
GOES 





WEST 
At your bookseller or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
255 Jefferson Ave.,S.E. Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 


Spe yor Youth Progra! 


FREE wie! pocket of YOUTH MATERIALS: month's supply 
of meeting plans, socials, activities, leadership 
training Christ-centered, inter-denominational 
Now in use in 3,000 youth groups, 25 denomina- 
tions, Specify age-bracket: 6-12; 13-19. Give 
== Church name and address. 


X Bona Weeds ok Odio 
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forgot to give out the tracts, or were 
afraid to, or you lost them! 

Back in the Lord Jesus’ day there 
were excuses, too, for not doing things! 
See what these three men said when 
He needed helpers (Luke 9:57-62). Prob- 
ably some of them were ones He asked 
when He was trying to find the Seventy 
to go out. (Individualize these men by 
representing them on the flannel board 
one at a time with the Lord and a group 
of disciples.) The first one wanted to 
follow Christ at first but thought. it was 
too hard when he found out more about 
it. The second one had something he 
thought was more important. The third 
one was the put-it-off, do-something- 
else-first kind. And I have a feeling 
once he got away, he didn’t intend to 
come: back! Anyway the Lord’s ,work 
couldn’t wait! How many do you sup- 
pose the, Lord had to ask before He 
found seventy who would go, and go 
now? 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you” (John 15:14, 
Memory Verse). “If any man will.come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 
9:23, Golden Text). Traveling around 
without home and comforts was hard 
for Number One. Not being at ‘his 
father’s funeral was hard for Number 
Two. Not to say Good-by, and to obey 
right off were hard for Number Three. 
What changes would you need to make 
in your life if you were to become one 
who would live and speak for the Lord 
Jesus? The Seventy who did go had a 
thrilling time! So may you! And chap- 
ter 10 of Luke will picture more ways 
to follow Christ, for them and for you. 

Orono, MAINE. 

ve 

True holiness does not consist merely 
of believing and feeling, but of doing and 
bearing, and a practical exhibition of 
active and passive grace.—J, C. Ryle. 
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WINTER BIBLE GROUNDS 


BOX A 
Boca Raton, Florida 


\ Plan a “memory book” winter vacation at Florida’s beautiful 


Boca Raton Bible Grounds 
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IRA ESHELMAN 


, January thru April 


Come for a rest in the golden 
sunshine . come for a 
spiritual refreshing here with 
God’s people. 

* Leading Bible speakers 

* famous Gospel musicians 

* over 200 guest rooms 

* excellent food 


SWIMMING 
POOL 

GOLF GREEN 
TENNIS 
COURTS 

and other 

“ recreational 

facilities 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Which Cost?—Take up his cross (Luke 
9:23, Golden Text). Two young peo- 
ple were talking about the service of 
Christ. One said: “I cannot tell you 
all that the Lord Jesus is to me, or what 
He has done for me. I wish you could 
be a follower of His, too.” “I am think- 
ing of it,” answered the other, “but it 
means giving up so many things. I am 
counting the cost.” ‘Said the other, 
“Have you ever counted the cost of not 
following Him?”—From the Sunday 
Companion. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Blessing With the Obstacle.— 
Whosoever will lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it (Luke 9:24). The 
story is told of a king who placed a 
heavy stone in the road and then hid 
and watched to see who would remove 
it. Men of various classes came and 
worked their way around it, some loudly 
blaming the king for not keeping the 
highways clear, but all dodging the duty 
of getting it out of the way. At last a 
poor peasant on his way to town with 
his burden of vegetables for sale came, 
and, contemplating the stone, laid down 
his load, and rolled the stone into the 
gutter. Then, turning around, he spied 
a purse that had lain right under the 
stone. He opened it and found it full 
of gold pieces, with a note from the king 
saying it was for the one who should 
remove the stone. Under every obstacle 
our King has hidden a blessing. We can 
turn back from a cross, or go around it, 
but we are eternal losers if we do. We 
cannot dodge the cross without dodging 
God’s blessing, and we cannot refuse it 
without endangering our crown. He is 
watching.—From Emergency Post. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Riches That Satisfy—What is a man 
advantaged, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose himself, or be cast away? 
(Luke 9:25.) A few years ago I went 
out to Biltmore Castle, near Asheville, 
from the Ben Lippen Conference grounds 
with a group of college students who 
were looking forward to Christian sery- 
ice on the foreign field. We saw the fabu- 
lous treasures and the reckless magnifi- 
cence of the place, but it is a splendor 
that does not satisfy. As we drove away 
from the place, the young people in my 
car began to sing their joy in the Lord, 
including this: 

When you look at others with their lands 

and gold, 

Think that Christ has promised you His 

wealth untold; 

Count your many blessings, money cannét 

bu 

Your _ in Heaven, nor your home 

on high, 
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Lesson for December 4 


I could not help thinking how much 
richer were these young people, with 
their lives laid on the altar of Christ’s 
service, than the owners of so many 
treasury-laden castles—From J. C. Ma- 
caulay, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Saturation Needed.—He took Peter and 
John and James, and went up into a 
mountain (Luke 9:28). In England 
there is a fire brick, and the slogan of 
the advertisement is this: “For every 

. hour of saturation there is a correspond- 
ing hour of illumination.” Take that old 
brick and soak it. If you soak it an hour 
it will burn an hour. If you soak it 
for two hours it will give out heat for 
two hours. For every hour of saturation 
there is a corresponding hour of illumina- 
tion. If you are going to be before the 
people an hour, get alone with God an 
hour. For every hour that you absorb, 
you will get an hour to help somebody 
else. Out from you will come light and 
power.—From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. © 


Changed People—And as he prayed, 
the fashion of his countenance was 
altered (Luke 9:29). The day my aunt 
had the run-in with Emma Berry next 
door, I decided that one word on the 
plaque which hung on the wall of her 
clean-scrubbed kitchen ought to be 
changed. It read, “Prayer Changes 
Things.” My aunt came in the house 
from her encounter with her lips tight 
and her eyes flashing. “Of all the in- 
sulting people! I ought to—I ought—” 
and shé hurried up the stairs, “I ought 
to pray for her,” she flung back over 
her shoulder. And she did. When she 
walked quietly down after a while the 
smile was back. The lines at the cor- 
ners of her eyes and mouth had relaxed. 
“Time to get at the baking,” she said 
briskly. “I'll want you to take a cherry 
pie over to Mrs. Berry.” It was then 
that I knew the motto on the kitchen 
wall had underestimated God. The 
plaque ought to have said, “Prayer 
Changes People.” Jesus was not dealing 
in pleasantry when He said, “Pray for 
them which despitefully use you.” In 
the praying, one’s bitterness passes. One 
simply cannot wish good for another 
and at the same time harbor hatred, 
revenge, and unkind thoughts. My aunt’s 
good spirit called forth good spirit, and 
the friendship with her neighbor was 
strengthened. But first of all, it was my 
aunt who was changed, and prayer did 
it—Sourte unknown. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Master’s Face.—When they were 
awake, they saw his glory (Luke 9:32). 
When Leonardo da Vinci finished paint- 
ing “The Last Supper,” he invited his 
friends to view it. They were all en- 
amored by the wonderful lace table- 
cloth, the product of the painter’s genius. 
All they talked of was the artistic lace- 
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Press Reports of the Scott Mission 


Kuow The Work You Support 


Read what Editors, Newspaper Columnists and Radio Com- 
mentators say about the work of the Scott Mission: 


SAM CAMPBELL in The Toronto Daily Star, April 14, 1955—“There is no more 
tireless and devoted worker among the poor and needy children in the City than 
Rev. Morris Zeidman, director of the Spadina Avenue Scott Mission.” 


JANE SCOTT, former Church Editor of The Globe and Mail, April 12, 1955— 
“Rev. Morris Zeidman, director of the Scott Mission, was asked, how does he 
finance his work? ‘It is nothing short of a miracle,’ said Mr. Zeidman. ‘One 
day this week a truck stopped at the Mission. The driver carried in 1,000 
pounds of smelts from some unknown benefactor. It has been that way through 
the years.’ Trained and volunteer workers assist the physical and spiritual 
ministry, with Mr. and Mrs. Zeidman present seven days a week. There are no 
agents or solicitors, but churches of many denominations send food and workers.” 


MARGARET AITKEN, Member of Parliament and Columnist in The Telegram, 
December 28, 1954, “My own knowledge and experience with the Scott Mission 
began some 15 years ago. . . . The Scott Mission has always been supported by 
the general public, and my assignment was to write a daily story about the people 
who went there and about their needs. In many ways, it was one of the most 
gratifying assignments a reporter could have. I would visit the Mission each 
day, listen to sad stories of need and pass them along to Telegram readers. The 
response was always gratifying.” 


GORDON SINCLAIR, Radio Commentator on January 27, 1955, over C.F.R.B., 
Toronto—“Today and for several years past, the Scott Mission has been an in- 
dependent organization, and this has been both an advantage and disadvantage. 
The advantage is that the people who rug the Mission can make up their own 
minds whom to help, how to help them and when to do it. They are not ham- 
strung by regulations made by absentee directors or helpers. Zeidman to all 
intents and purposes és the Mission. He gets no help from some community 
projects, such as the Red Feather, and that’s a disadvantage, but Zeidman does 
manage to dig up and redistribute such items as used clothing or money which 
is turned into food.” 


These are excerpts from long articles in newspapers and talks over the radio. 
Truly the half has not been told because space is limited. These are unsolicited 
news items of reporters, columnists and radio commentators, who believe the work 
of the Scott Mission is “newsworthy” but nevertheless these are testimonies of eye 
witnesses who are impressed by the sincerity, volume and effectiveness of the mis- 
sionary activity in The Scott Mission. 


In brief, the Scott Mission is a faith work and Christian ministry that extends 
its services to the poor behind the Iron Curtain and to Israel. This ministry has the 
single purpose in view—to bring men, women and children to a saving and redeem- 
ing knowledge of Jesus Christ through the shed blood on the cross of Calvary. The 
Scott Mission urgently needs your prayerful support. Should you be led to share 
in this Missionary work, please make cheques payable to “The Scott Mission, Inc.” 
Thank you and the Lord bless you. 


Dear Brother Zeidman: 
Please send me free of charge literature on Jews and Judaism. 





THE SCOTT MISSION, INC., Rev. M. Zeidman, Director 








502 Spadina Ave., Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 
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BE A BETTER SUPERINTENDENT ... 
USE THE 


SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE FOR 1956 


® program plans for each Sunday 
* monthly outline for workers’ 
conference * comments on lesson 
and home study suggestions * a 
prayer for each Sunday ¢ ruled 
pages for handy records * six 
other wonderful helps. 

(based on Uniform International 
S. S. Lessons) 


92 pages—pocket size—red flex- 
ible cover. 65 cents. 


Order from 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Dept. TSG 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon each month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $7.00; 50 copies, $12.50. 
Please add 10% for postage & packing 
Dealers write for quantity discount 
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work. Leonardo then reached for a 
brush, dipped it into his paint, and with 
one bold stroke wiped out the lacework. 
To the astonishment of the assembly he 
then said, “Fools, look at the Master’s 
face.” The friends almost missed the 
glory of that painting by looking at the 
lacework. Today in the presence of the 
wonderful gift of God, we need some 
painter of eternal truth to exclaim, “Look 
beyond the lacework—look at the glory 
of the Master’s face.”"—From the Ex- 
positor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Learning Quietness.—And when the 
voice was past, Jesus was found alone. 
And they kept it close, and told no man 
in those days any of those things which 
they had seen (Luke 9:36). The leader 
of a missionary prayer group tells this 
experience:- “I used to have much diffi- 
culty getting our group meeting started. 
One member in particular always had 
some ‘experience’ she felt she must tell. 
But something happened, and one night 
this lady said: ‘I’m only learning now 
certain truths from God’s Word I should 
have grasped: years ago. I’m learning 
when we go on with Christ in simplicity, 
and keep in the path, the narrow path 
of obedience to Him, a true quietness 
comes upon us, and we know there are 
experiences we must keep close. I’m 
ashamed now, on looking back, to note 
how talkative I was. When we truly 
sit at the feet of the Lord Jesus a lot 
of ‘gush’ and ‘froth’ go from our hearts. 
I want to learn more about this.”—Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


oy 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T IS not an easy thing to follow the 
Lord Jesus. No, indeed! To follow 

Him—to be His disciple (for that is what 
a follower is)—costs a great deal. Oh, 
it does not necessarily cost money. That 
is why the very poorest person can be 
a disciple of the precious Son of God. 
But it costs this way: a true follower 
of the Lord Jesus must be willing to 
give up everything that he loves and 
holds dear. And that is why it is very 
difficult for rich people to be His fol- 
lowers. 

Once in the long, long ago, a man who 
was eager to follow the Lord Jesus ex- 
claimed, “Lord,I will follow thee whither- 
soever thou goest.” He had doubtless 
heard of many of the wonderful mir- 
acles that the Lord Jesus had done. He 
had probably seen many amazing things 
with his very own eyes—things he could 
never have believed if he had not seen 
them. He wanted to work for the man 
who could do such wonders. He wanted 
to follow Him. So he declared that he 
would follow the Lord Jesus wherever 
He went. 

But do you know what the Son of 
God said? “Foxes have holes, and birds 


November 19, 1955 


of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay -his head.” 
Imagine that! Here was a young man 
who was eager to give himself to the 
Lord’s service. But the Lord Jesus warns 
him that to do so might mean that he 
would never have a place to call his 
home. He might never evtén have a bed! 
The Lord Jesus Himself had none. And 
the people who follow Him must first 
be willing to give up the things that 
God’s Son has given up. And, we are 
sorry to say, we have no record that 
the young man ever followed the Lord 
Jesus. 

There was another man in the long 
ago whom the Son of God called. He 
was different from the first man who 
offered himself. He was busy at home. 
But when the Lord Jesus saw him, He 
said, “Follow me.” Because the Lord 
Jesus knows everything a person does 
or thinks, He knew that this man really 
wanted to follow Him, but he was too 
timid to say so. He was not like the 
first man, you see. However, when the 
Son of God called him, the man had an 
excuse, “Lord, suffer me first to go and 
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by Catherine F. Vos 
“The best summary of the 
Bible in story form available” 


Easily read, unaided, by boys 
and girls of 7 to 12 years. 
732 Pages; 292 Stories in large type 
Beautiful action-filled colored pictures 
Index; Pronunciation and Scripture Guides 
Long-lasting Binding; Attractive Jacket 
This truly magnificent book’ should 
be in every home where there are 
children and young people. $3.95 
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Lesson for December 4 


bury my father.” Imagine that man’s 
surprise to hear Christ Jesus’ words, 
“Let the dead bury their dead: but go 
thou and preach the kingdom of God.” 
What strange words! They have puz- 
zled many people for a long time. But 
that is because we do not understand 
the expressions that people used in the 
days when the Son of God lived on 
earth. “Let the dead bury their dead.” 
A great Bible teacher (G. Campbell 
Morgan) writes that he had a friend 
who visited in the land where the Lord 
Jesus lived. That man wanted a guide 
to take him through the land. He saw 
a young man and asked him to be his 
guide. But he replied, “Sir, let me first 
go and bury my father.” His father 
was not dead. The man who had called 
the young man could see his father sit- 
ting in the door of the tent. What did 
he mean? Simply this: “I want to 
come. I would like to come. But I 
cannot come while my father is living. 
I will have to stay and later, when he 
has died, then I can do what you ask.” 

So the man of the long ago had wanted 
to stay home to care for his parent. But 
when the Lord Jesus calls a man to 
follow Him, He demands that every home 
tie must be broken. The servant must 
follow his Lord. And, pitifully~enough, 
we have no record that this man ever 
followed Him! 

Another man declared: “Lord, I will 
follow thee; but let me first go bid them 
farewell, which are at home at my 
house.” This man was looking to the 
Lord Jesus. But he was also looking at 
things at home. He was impressed by 
the teaching of the Son of God. He 
wanted to share in His work. But he 
could not quite bring himself to part 
with the people in his home town and 
in his own house. “And Jesus said unto 
him, No man, having put his hand to 
the plough, and looking back, is fit for 
the kingdom of God.” And there is no 
record that this man followed the Lord 
Jesus! 

No, it is not easy to follow the Lord 
Jesus. He Himself has warned us that 
it is hard. In fact, He even calls it 
a cross (Luke 9:23). We do not have 
to die on accross. But, just as dying on 
the cross meant, for the Lord Jesus, 
giving up everything He had and loved, 
so our following Him means giving up 
all that we are, all that we have, and 
all that we have ever hoped to be. And 
the people who have done this are the 
happiest people in all the world! Follow 
Him—serve Him—today! 

LANCASTER, Pa, 








A new product for the church, Sunday 

school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay te read them every week. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 924) 

1. Immediately after telling His dis- 
ciples that He Himself was to suffer, 
and die, and be raised from the dead 
(Luke 9:22). 

2. To all the people, not just to the 
disciples (v. 23; see also Mark 8:34). 

3. Luke’s account includes the word 
“daily”"—an important item. 

4. In glory. All the glory of Heaven 
will sit upon Him (v. 26). 

5. To the raising of Jairus’ daughter 
(Luke 8:51), up the Mount of Trans- 





Nursing Positions Open 
NURSES—Registered and Practical 


Men and Women 


Positions for those who either have or are 
eligible for a New Jersey license. 


Top salaries with fringe benefits. 

Salary differential for evening and night duty. 
Forty-hour week. 

Accommodations available for single persons. 


For further details please write to 


Department of Nursing 
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—Christian Greeting Cards — 


Wholesale and Retail 
With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. - 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 














82nd 
ANNUAL 


PELOUBET'S 









eiee, | SELECT NOTES 
proven for I 956 







Wilbur M.Smith 


3275 


AT ALL 





W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 





Christian Sanatorium - Wyckoff, N. J. 





Yours to Enjoy wits 
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INCOME FOR LIFE! 
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MISSION Society provide both security and peace of mind... 
you are assured of a liberal, steady income as long as 

you live. Payments never vary regardless of economic 
conditions... and the return is greater than on most good, 
conservative stocks—without reinvestment worries. 






Plus...the Satisfaction of Having a Share in 
the CBFMS World-wide Missionary Program! 


Yes, you'll experience real joy and satisfaction in knowing that your gift will help 
bring the Gospel to the unsaved at home and abroad... and that your money will 
support CBFMS missionaries long after you've gone to be with the Lord. 
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figuration, and deeper into the Garden 
of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:37). 

6. He went up to pray (v. 28). 

7. He was “transfigured” (Matt. 17:2; 
Mark 9:2), 

8. Second Peter 1: 16-18. 

9. On the Mount of Transfiguration 
(Luke 9:32), and in Gethsemane (Matt. 
26: 40). 

10. The death of Christ (Luke 9:31). 


ELMuurRsT, ILL. 
we 


The Order of O. T. Books 
(Continued from second page) 


this book is placed before Zephaniah 
which is dated in the reign of Josiah 
may indicatesthat it belongs to the same 
general period. Haggai and Zechariah 
belong to the post-exilic period. Since 
both began to prophesy in the same year 
(520 B.C.), it is interesting to note that 
Haggai, whose first prophecy is dated 
two months before the first recorded 
prophecy of Zechariah, is placed first. 
Malachi, the last of the Twelve, is not 
dated. But it is clear that he lived after 
the restoration and the rebuilding of the 
Temple. He is probably to be placed 
half a century or more after Zechariah. 
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This brief survey indicates quite 
clearly that the books of the Old Tes- 
tament are arranged chronologically to 
a very marked degree. Within each of 
the four groups the principle of a chrono- 
logical arrangement is rather strictly 
enforced. In the case of the parallel 
histories, this would of course be im- 
possible unless they were printed in 
parallel columns. So Samuel-Kings, as 
the older history, naturally precedes 
Chronicles. Taken as a whole, the ar- 
rangement of books in the King James 
Version is a good one and it would be 
difficult to improve upon it. 

It may be well to observe, in concly- 
sion, that since this arrangement reflects 
in general the traditional view as to 
the date and authorship of the Old Tes- 
tament books, it is and must be quite 
unacceptable to the higher critics who 
reject the traditional view as to date and 
authorship of most if not all of the books 
of the Old Testament. Thus in “The 
Short Bible: An American Translation,” 
which seeks to arrange chronologically 
the twenty-four Biblical passages which 
it includes, Amos is put first, Deuter- 
onomy seventh, Samuel-Kings eleventh, 
Judges twelfth, “The Books of Genesis 
to Joshua” (exclusive of Deuteronomy) 
seventeenth, since according to the 
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critics they were not written by Moses, 
and Daniel the twenty-first. This rear- 
rangement is ‘totally different from that 
of the King James Version and, we may 
add, of any other known version of the 
past. This is because the higher critical 
reconstruction runs counter to the his- 
toric faith of the Church regarding the 
history of the Old Testament Canon of 
Scripture. 

We wonder whether the asker of the 
question which we have tried to answer 
may have been perhaps unconsciously 
influenced by the oft-repeated claim of 
the critics that the books of the Bible 
are sadly in need of rearrangement in 
order to bring them into accord with the 
conclusions of “modern” scholarship. If 
this is at all the case, we would point 
out that a careful study of the Old Tes- 
ment makes it quite plain that it is not 
the traditional arrangement of the books 
which we have in our historic version, 
but the conclusions of the critics which 
are in need of drastic reconstruction. 


Have your heart right with Christ, and 
He will visit you often, and so turn 
weekdays into Sundays, meals into 
sacraments, homes into temples, and 
earth into Heaven.—Charles H. Spurgeon, 




















Happy Children Make 


JESUS, THE 





they know He is their friend! Ages 3-6. 
JESUS, THE LITTLE NEW BABY 


Mary Edna Lloyd. Pictures by Grace Paull. An unforgettable 
story of the Nativity—childhood’s most cherished "ie | 


CHILDREN’S FRIEND 


Mary Edna Lloyd. Pictures by Grace Paull. 
Here is a beautiful story of Jesus and the 
children—simply told, with warm, appeal- 
ing pictures, many in full color. Small 
Joel, Samuel, and Miriam are sad when 
they are told that Jesus is too busy to 
see them. Then a kind voice calls. When they have seen Jen 


a Happy Christmas! 


GIVE THEM THESE BEAUTIFUL, WORTHWHILE BOOKS... 


A PICTURE DICTIONARY OF 


THE BIBLE 


Ruth P. Tubby. Illustrated by Ruth King. A storehouse of infor- 
mation about Bible times—simple definitions of nearly 400 
Bible words, with 145 vivid pictures. Ages 7 up. $1.50 


GOD PLANNED IT THAT WAY 


Carolyn E, Muller. Pictures by Lloyd Dotterer. A mother’s satis- 
fying replies to a child’s wonderings about God. Ages 3-7. $1 


IN THE MORNING: Twenty Bible Verses 


told, with soft, beautiful pictures in color. Ages 3-6. 


MARTIN LUTHER 


Pictures by Louise Drew. Carefully selected Bible verses made 
meaningful by beautiful pictures of everyday life. Ages 3-7. $1 


A LITTLE BOOK OF SINGING GRACES 


May McNeer and Lynd Ward. The great reformer’s life from 
early boyhood to everlasting fame—told in dramatic text with 
full-color pictures. Ages 9 up. Paper, $1.25; Cloth, $2.50 


JOHN WESLEY 

May McNeer and Lynd Ward. The remarkable, dramatic story 
of a great religious leader—in flowing words and full-color pic- 
tures. Ages 9 up. $2.5 


A PICTURE BOOK OF PALESTINE 

Ruth P. Tubby. Illustrated by Ruth King. A treasury of every- 
day information on the Palestine of Bible times—with authentic 
pictures. Ages 7 up. $1.50 


Jeanette Perkins Brown. Pictures by Lloyd Dotterer. Nine de- 
lightfully illustrated thank-you verses, with simple melodies. 
Ages 3-7. 50 cents 


A LITTLE BOOK OF BEDTIME SONGS 


Pictures by Decie Merwin. Quiet, simple melodies to be hummed 
at bedtime. Ages 3-7. 50 cents 


at all bookstores 
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Lesson for December 4 


Christmas Services 
‘for Your Sunday School 


WO Christmas services for the Sun- 

day school, by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
will be available for use by busy super- 
intendents and teachers in their Sunday 
schools this year. They are, “Make His 
Praise Glorious” and “The Light That 
Dawned at Christmas.” Both are in the 
convenient folder form, with appropriate 
responsive Scripture readings, and with 
hymns and recitations for the various 
departmental groups, as well as hymns 
for the entire school. The hymns are 
set to familiar hymn tunes, and thus no 
long drilling of the school in special 
Christmas music is needed. 

An ample supply of both of these 
services is available, so that you merely 
have to indicate your preference. The 
cost is a modest one. You may have 
either service at 35 cents a dozen, or 
$2.50 a hundred. Please address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, indi- 
cating the service you prefer. 


we 


- The Scripture Art Calendar 
for 1956 


CRIPTURE Art Calendars for 1956, 

distributed by THE Sunpay ScHOooL 
TIMES, are now ready for mailing. Many 
readers not ofly use these calendars in 
their own homes, but like to have them 
for inexpensive gifts for friends, for 
Sunday school classes, and the like. This 
year’s offering, with metal binding and 
cord for hanging, measures 10 by 16 
inches. Its cover shows a large, full- 
color reproduction of Woodward’s beau- 
tiful painting, “Jesus in the Synagogue.” 
Each of the twelve inside calendar pages 
for the months of the year shows a full- 
color reproduction measuring 8% by 4% 
inches of some famaus painting depict- 
ing a Bible incident found in the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
that will be studied in that particular 
month. These are suitable for framing 
or for use in teaching, and include such 
subjects as: “Zacchzeus, an Honest Man,” 
by Pelocq: “The Last Supper,” by an 
unknown artist; “The Ascension,” by 
Plockhorst; “The Conversion of Saul,” 
by Stemler; and “The Good Samaritan,” 
by Schnorr. 

The weekdays are indicated in large, 
black, easy-to-read numerals, with the 
moon’s phases indicated on the proper 
days in red. The numerals for Sundays 
and holidays are given in red. In addi- 
tion each calendar page shows a small 
calendar for the preceding and follow- 
ing months. 

Titles for the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons are shown for 
each Sunday, with the Scripture refer- 
ences and the Devotional Reading ref- 
erence: Each weekday shows a Scrip- 
ture verse in red, and at the top of the 
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Ceylon and India General Mission 


A growing faith work in a vital field 

Greatly needed — being greatly blessed! Completing 62 years of service in 
India. Join us with your prayers and interest. As the Lord provides we 
lengthen our cords and strengthen our stakes. 


Our present ministry in Indfa and Pakistan includes: 





@ BAZAAR PREACHING @ CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
@ HOUSE TO HOUSE VISITATION @ MISSIONARY MEDICAL AID 
@ CHILD EVANGELISM CLASSES @ BIBLE TRAINING INSTITUTES 


@ ORPHANAGES FOR CAST-OFF CHILDREN @ DISTRIBUTING LITERATURE AND SCRIPTURES 


Opening New Stations and E aging New Missionaries for 
work in the.Pioneer Fields of th India and Pakistan 


Interesting FREE literature gladly supplied. Write today! 


Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 S. DEARBORN ST., CHICAGO 5, ILL. or 169 YONGE ST., ROOM 205, TORONTO, CAN. 





A Practical Investment that assures 
PEACE OF MIND and PEACE OF HEART 


Wheaton Annuities provide 


REGULAR 






yield higher rates of interest than can be realized on most safe, conservative 
investments. Unlike stock dividends, these checks never vary regardless of pre- 
vailing conditions—and the College has never failed to pay annuitants in full 
and on time in over fifty years. 


=AND THERE IS JOY IN KNOWING that your gift-investment will be work- 
ing “For Christ and His Kingdom” far beyond your own lifetime... that you 
are having an active share in the training of young men and women for Christian 
life and service ...in addition to the financial benefits provided by a Wheaton 
Annuity Contract. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BOOKLET... PLEASANT TOMORROWS 


WHEATON COLLEGE ¢ Wheaton, IIlinois Dept. ST 115 


Please send me, without obligation: 

0 Pleasant Tomorrows, the illustrated booklet which explains in detail 
your Annuity Plan. 

) Peace of Heart, the handy folder which provides a valuable check 
list for important and personal papers. 





NAME. AGE. 








CITY. : ZONE. STATE. 




















(20) * 


936 
We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
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Just off the press coe 


J. E. RUSSELL’S 
«Christian Cartoon Calendar » 


Mr. Russell’s Christ-centered cartoons appear each 

week in the SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES and have 

a positive Gospel message. 

Now you can get some of these cartoons in calen- 

dar form and will be a real testimony in your home. 
is calendar comes folded for easy mailing. Open 

size 644 x 16% including imprint space. 

Price: including attractive cover 

35c single copy. 3 for $1. 10 for $3. 25 for $7. 

50 for $12.50. In lots of 100 or more YOUR IM- 

PRINT FURNISHED FREE. 100 or more—25c 

each. 250 or more—23c each. 500 or more—20c 


each. Envelo tor mailing $1.50 per 100. All 
gecers a (Remittance on all orders under 
our order TODAY. CATHEDRAL 


, Box 62, Brainerd, Minnesota. 
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Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the International 
$. S$. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True si: Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 44 x6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry—hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build . Each 
only l4c. 
FREE! Write today for full par- & 
ticulars of our famous pocket quarterlies and other 
unique Sunday school lesson materials and supplies. 
All fully described in our big FREE catalog which 
includes Bibles, ks, greeting cards, mottoes, 
calendars, etc. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, ind. 














Keen-Teon Trac-Paks, $1.00 
Guys and gals . . . this is it! Here's the 
Se «most complete, most colorful assort- 

ment of dependable youth tracts avail- 
able y. Hurry,send your $1.00 to: 


GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS 
411 South Wells St. ¢ Chicago 7, Iinois 
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calendar will be found the Scripture 
references for the daily Bible readings 
for each day of the month. 

These attractive Scripture Art Calen- 
dars are moderately priced. They may 
be had for 35 cents each, 3 for $1; 12 for 
$3.50ay 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. 
Prices for larger quantities may be had 
upon request. Please ask for the 1956 
Scripture Art Calendar, and mail your 
order, with your name and address and 
remittance to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. Thirteenth St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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Looking Through the Bookshop 
(Continued from page 921) 


history to the Gospel message, the author 
proceeds to show how profane writers, 
archaeological data, and the conclusions 
of critics confirm the reliability of the 
New Testament. The volume should be 
useful to pastors and youth workers, 
and to college young people who may be 
puzzled by dogmatic assertions that the 
Bible cannot be trusted. 


Benedicte’s Scrapbook. Compiled by 
William B. Gamble. (Wm, B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.95.) 
Under the assumed name of Benedicte, 
meaning “well said,” Dr. Samuel C. 
Gamble, the present compiler’s father, 
contributed “homespun homilies” to the 
United Presbyterian for a number of 
years. The contents of this book are 
selections, made by the son, from six- 
teen of his father’s scrapbooks, of which 
there are thirty in all that held the 
source material for his weekly columns. 
There is variety and interest on every 
page of this volume. Nearly two thou- 
sand brief items, including sermon out- 
lines, poems, jokes, stories, and choice 
quotes from sermons, books, and peri- 
odicals, are arranged under appropriate 
headings (about'two hundred) in alpha- 
betical order for easy reference. Most 
of the material is light and entertaining, 
yet enlightening. One has the feeling 
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A glimpse into a great preacher's Bible 


lronside’s Bible 


Notes and Quotes from the Margins 
Now—you can read Dr. lronside’s own comments and 
quotes jotted down in the margins and flyleaves of 
An unusual devotional book, a penetrat- 
‘they hundreds of Bible verses, and a 
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ss illustrations and outlines for Sunday 
Illustrated with pages from 


$2.50 


In stain-resistant pyroxylin 
to match the Ironside series 


8 l oizeaux Brothers, Inc. 19 WEST 21st. STREET, NEW YORK 10, N. Y 
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while reading it that pastors and teach- 
ers will find a high percentage of Bene- 
dicte’s scraps really usable. 


Maid of Israel. By Tolbert R. Ingram. 
(Broadman Press, Nashville 3, Tenn,, 
$3.) The healing of Naaman the leper, 
through the testimony of an Israelitish 
serving girl, has always made an ap- 
pealing story. The present author has 
made it not only the central theme of a 
full-size religious novel, but has skill- 
fully brought into the story many other 
Biblical characters and incidents, Elisha 
appears from time to time, also the good 
Obadiah, who hid the hundred prophets 
of the Lord. Jehoram the king is led 
constantly by his wicked mother Jeze- 
bel, and they are portrayed as the prin- 
cipal leaders of the people into the wor- 
ship of Baal. Gehazi, upon whom fell 
the leprosy of Naaman, appears again 
as one of the four lepers who discov- 
ered and reported the flight of the Syrian 
army, and thus relieved the frightful 
famine in Samaria. Where Bible char- 
acters appear, the facts and even the 
words of the Book are closely adhered 
to, but legitimate imagination fills in 
many possible details to make a gripping 
story. 


The Doctrine of the Atonement. By 
Thomas J, Crawford, D.D. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.) The 
fourth edition of this classic work in 
theology is .represented by the volume 
at hand. It is published as a part of 
the “Co-operative Reprint Library,” and 
is an important contribution to today's 
need for a comprehensive, clear, Chris- 
tian statement of the significance, suffi- 
ciency, and scope of the sacrificial death 
of Christ for sinners and their sins. This 
is an exhaustive treatment of a most 
vital subject, presenting the doctrine of 
the New Testament respecting the 
Atonement, the confirmatory evidence of 
the Old Testament, a review of various 
theories respectir® the sufferings of 
Christ that have been proposed as sub- 
stitutes for the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, and a review of objections that 
have been raised by some to the. Scrip- 
tural doctrine. Dr. Crawford has writ- 
ten, with forceful logic, a book that well 
deserves the recognition it has received 
through the years since it first appeared 
in 1871 as a scholarly, Scriptural study 
that is stimulating and satisfying to both 
mind and heart. It should be required 
reading for all theological students. 


A Christian Approach to Philosophy. 
By Warren C. Young, Ph.D. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.) Dr. 
Young’s work is aptly titled. Having 
been concerned about the need for a 
distinctly Christian introduction to the 
field of philosophy, the author has here 
provided one, and one Christian pro- 
fessor testifies, “Here is a text for which 
many of us who teach philosophy have 
long been searching” (p. 9). 

The approach here is both thoroughly 
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each. : 
Christian and completely scholarly. The perienced, can miss it. Blackboard 
Bene- > 
book makes no attempt to “popularize” charts and postér ads are also included. 
philosophy; it is a serious effort to pre- One program on “Guilty—As Charged,” are YOU 
gram. sent the various philosophical systems ~ is particularly searching. It describes 
fenn., that men have championed, and then to a court room scene, locating by diagram 
leper, set along side of them the. Biblical the judge, clerk, prosecutor, defendants, confused about the 
litish world-view, with its center in Christ. and witness chair. The first three pris- 
| ap- Along the way, careful consideration is oners, brought one at a time before the — 
t has given to the theory of evolution, and to judge, are charged with criminal negli- Hol § irit? 
of a anti-Chyistian views of psychology. Dr. gence—the first for failure to place lan- *eee 
skill- Young presents the doctrines of men in tern and barricade at a street excava- $ 
other a careful, objective fashion, but he is tion; the second for allowing a blind You needn‘t be. Your local Chris- 
lisha frank to declare that “the viewpoint of man to cross the railroad in front of tian bookseller has just the book 
good the writer is avowedly Christian, evan- an oncoming train; and the third for you've been looking for . . . Spirit 
ohets gelical rather than Liberal, realistic failing to remain on duty as lifeguard, of Life, by Tom Rees. It’s a series 
3 led rather than idealistic” (p. 224). able to save a couple of venturesome of practical devotional Bible 
pane The climax of the author’s presenta- youngsters from drowning. Christine readings, presenting the Holy 
Prin- § tion is not merely the presentation of Christian is then arraigned on the charge Spirit as a real, living person to 
wor- § the Christian viewpoint, but a plea that of failure to witness to brother and the modern Christian. Foreword 
fell Christian leaders know what non-Chris- friends, and, like the others, is tried by Rev. Alan Redpath, pastor of 
— tians are thinking, and above all that and found guilty. A program full of Moody Church. 192 pages, cloth, 
owe they understand the meaning and sig- solemn meaning for all present, a. A Moopy Press publica- 
rian : bli ion 
f the Biblical view of man . Bit 
atful oe ™ ld To The Epistles of James and John. By And remember, your Christian 
har. an e world. Alexander Ross, D.D. (Wm. B. Eerd- bookesiler is. al leased ¢ 
” The book is well documented, and : , Seller 18 always plea 0 
the e ~_— mans Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) counsel with you on books 
should meet a real need. It is not for ] : : . y . 
ered , Another volume in the series of com- There’s a book for every need 
- the casual, superficial reader, but for mentaries known as “The New Interna- pe 
s in the serious student ‘ and purpose...devotional, study, 
ping ; tional Commentary on the New Testa- inspirational, Christian fiction 
Commentary on the Epistle to the Ro- ment,” under the general editorship of and juvenile. 
mans, By Martin Luther. Translated by Ned B. Stonehouse, is now available. a 
By J. Theodore Mueller. (Zondervan Pub. The author of the book at hand was sal 
ook | House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) - 
; ns The great Reformer’s voluminous notes Slavic Gospel Association 
die, on Romans, which were the basis of his : é . 
ume lectures to his students, are given in - +. continues sending out Bibles, New Testaments, and Gospel liter- 
t of , : : ati ature, relief to suffering Christians in Europe, and Russian Gospel 
condensed. form in this new translation. ; c 
and a ae programs over three short-wave radio stations. 
Dr. Mueller, professor of Christian Doc- oe P . 
ay's trine and New Testament Exegesis at New missionaries are ready to go to South America and Alaska as 
ris- ; : : soon as support and passage to the field are provided. We are 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, states Ppor: 4 . - 
iffi- : s stigeokde une pettee = now working in 23 countries among Slavic-speaking people and 
ath Luther’s Romans, as here presented, is others. Your prayers and financial fellowship with us in this work 
hi a digest rather than a complete, schol- Pee ae will be greatly appreciated. Send your gift to 
- arly edition. Its purpose is to present eter Deyneka 
Lost to the reader his [Luther’s] most im- SLA VIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
of portant thoughts. .. . I did not endeavor Peter Dyneka, General Director 
the to produce a literal translation. My ob- Dept. T 2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Chicago 47, Illinois 
? of ject was rather to reproduce the sense In Canada, 14 Park Road, Toronto, Ont. 
ous of Luther’s notes in clear and concise Jlustrated Slavic Gospel News sent free upon request; also Peter Deyneka’s report of spiritual 
of language.” The result of Dr. Mueller’s @wakening among Slavic people and others during bis recent missionary trip to South America. 
con labors is a practical and devotional com- — Order a Christmas Song Book for EVERYONE— 
hat mentary without the occasional unclear Ae en enjoy MORE singing, BETTER singing this Christmas 
e and repetitious material that is to be aya ae “ ” 20c per copy 
- found in the original complete work. _ Gems at GEMS OF CHRISTMAS SONG $15.00 per 100 
ore Students of the Epistle to the Romans [QUMIRIRISRTIIIE +5... the World”“—“O Little Town of Bethlehom”—Silent Night—"O Come Ail 
ell should not fail to consult this repository Yo Paithful’—and 55 more of your favorites in this colorful paper bound book. 
ed | of the helpful exegesis that was so defi- Gewdtiuvimemiithgus. 
“4 fg Once or oe : 
ohn We&ley. e some rs 
“ this treatise will not be able to agree at “Through the Bible 
. every point with the interpretation, they ” 
ne 7 Day by Da 
will, nevertheless, gain fresh under- y y y 
ny. standing of the message of Romans and with expositions by F. B. Meyer 
ok at the same time acquire a better appre- Give a Gift That Will Be Used and 
Dr. ciation of the mind and heart of Martin Enjoyed Every Day of the Year 
Luther. . 
> — Set of seven beautifully bound volumes in box $6.00 
° Youthspiration Handbook, No. 3. By (each volume separately — 90 cents) 
he George F. Santa. (Zondervan Pub. House, An inspiring devotional com- vet J Gepost to Jochus 
" Grand Rapids 6, Mich. $1.) There are  mentery on the whole Bible, Voll! Judgesto2 
0- : “ ’ od P for daily reading and study. Il Job to Ecel reer 
h thirteen varied and complete programs Scly ceedles, on tad vel e gob to < a pee 
“ in this third Youthspiration manual for tion and outline for each om Vol. V The Gospels 
iil ‘ ° e Bible, review questions y 
Christian young people’s workers. Not 4, ge study. Illustrated ver vi, Gets Oe 
1 only are the song titles and Scriptures with famous Bible pictures. Revelation 
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EACHERS. International 
Uniform Lesson Series. 
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with four a teaching 
plans. Supply all your teach- 
ers and see the effect — zeal, 
Bible knowledge, increase in 
souls. 25 special features, 


cloth binding, only $2.00 
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Dramatized Bible Stories 
that live and teach. 
Good stories build real 

character. 


Parents hail them as the answer to the 
growing problem of degrading radio 
and TV programs. 


Write for information 
about FREE record. 
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Messengers of the New Covenant, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“*] send thee to the children of Israel.’’ Ezek. 2:3 
. The Gospel of God’s grace to dense population of 
Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of Scrip- 
tures and literature. eso copy of booklet, “The 
Lost Sheep of the House of Israel.” Your prayers 
earnestly desired. 
Rev. Isaac Finestone, General Director 
John Binns, President 
109 Treacy Avenue - - Newark 8, N. J, 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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formerly professor of New Testament in 
the Free Church College, Edinburgh, 
and is at present in the pastorate in 
Scotland. Dr. Ross has produced a help- 
ful analysis of James’ Epistle and the 
three Epistles of John, with exegesis 
based on the original Gréek. The 
printed text, however, is that of the 
American Standard Version of 1901. 
The treatment is scholarly, yet not coldly 
critical. A heart-warming devotional 
approach, numerous quotations from 
good writers, and informative footnotes 
add interest to this work and make it 
easy to read. A complete Scripture- 
text index enhances the usefulness of 
this worthy addition to a set of com- 
mentaries that has, thus far, shown great 
merit. 


Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or 
Ours? By Roland Allen. (World Domin- 
ion Press, Founder’s Lodge, Mildmay 
Park, London, N. 1, 6/.) Here is a dis- 
turbing classic more pertinent today 
than when it was first published in 1912. 
Against the background of upsurging 
nationalism and onsweeping Communism 
this appeal for a deep-searching re- 
appraisal of our missionary methods is 
mandatory reading for eVery Christian 
who takes the great commission seri- 
ously. But more than a mere retinizing 
is necessary: Allen’s revolutionary sug- 
gestions cry out for thorough analysis 
and Spirit-guided application. His 
stress upon the binding authority of 
Pauline practice, the local church; and 
the ministry of the Holy Ghost will 
make an open-minded study of this book 
a liberating, horizon-stretching experi- 
ence. The reviewer speaks with utmost 
deliberation when he says that Allen 
has flung down a challenge that no in- 
formed twentieth century evangelical, 
pastor or layman, can ignore. This is 
not a piece of outdated propaganda; it 
is a trenchant statement of a vital, con- 
temporary issue. 

we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 4 


1. What’s in My Hymnbook? 
(1 Chron. 25:6, 7; 2 Chron. 20:21; 
Eph, 5:18-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

SERIES of two topics, of which this 

week’s is the first, brings. to our 
attention two important books used by 
the Christian. Next week, the Bible 
will be under consideration, but this 
week we are to think about the Chris- 
tian’s hymnbook, separate editions of 
which have been provided by most of 
the principal denominations. There are 
some Christian hymns that are universal 
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in their application and scope, but there 
are certain others that are peculiarly 
expressive of some phase of Christian 
faith emphasized by certain denomina- 
tions. or are historically linked with 
them, and therefore find their place, 
along with general hymns, in the col- 
lection of hymns used by a particular 
denomination. 
4 

The topic for this week implies by 
the question that it asks that perhaps 
Christian young people today do not 
know what is in their hymnbooks, and, 
if we are honest, we shall have to agree 
that in a certain measure this implica- 
tion is correct. We have become so spe- 
cialized in these days that we must have 
one set of hymns for our church serv- 
ices, another songbook for Sunday school, 
and, often, still another for our young 
people’s meetings. We may be fairly 
familiar with the hymns that we use in 
our young people’s meetings, but the 
chances are that we are not very familiar 
with the great hymns of the Christian 
church that are found in our church 
hymnal. We sing a few of these in the 
course of a year in our church services, 
but there are perhaps several hundred 
hymns in our church hymnal that we 
would not recognize. The loss is ours. 
It has been said that “the great creeds 
of the church were first hymns, and 
never is the church so joyfully trium- 
phant as when she sings her faith.” Cer- 
tainly most of us would be better in- 
formed as to what our particular church 
or denomination stands for if we were 
more familiar with her hymns and used 
them more frequently. 

Ope 

This topic should not be considered 
as a condemnation of Gospel hymns. 
They have a very important and proper 
place in the musical life of the church 
and of Christians. God has seen fit to 
use many of them to win young people 
and men and women for Christ. But 
there is certainly a very large place for 
the grand old hymns of the Christian 
church. Their musical settings are beau- 
tiful and moving and powerful, and the 
doctrine and Christian teaching te be 
found in their words are instructive, 
stimulating, and challenging. They can 
be used with profit in this day when 
there is the temptation to think that 
music in order to be joyful and bright 
must imitate the jungle rhythms of pres. 
ent-day popular music, or that hymns 
must be rattled off in waltz time. On 
the other hand, true Christian experi- 
ence is not rightly portrayed by doleful 
music, or by a tempo suggestive of our 
modern “blues.” Primarily, as the Scrip- 
ture portions assigned for this week’s 
topic show, a Christian sings because 
of joy and melody in his heart and his 
hymns express praise, give a testimony 
to God’s goodness and grace, and to his 
own Christian experience. They may 
instruct in the Christian faith, express 
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aspiration and longing for a deeper love 
for and a closer walk with Christ, or 
they may exhort other Christians or 
unbelievers. In all of these forms they 
are designed to lift the hearts of Chris- 
tian worshipers from the occupations 
and cares of everyday life into heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. 
ve 

One of the best ways to become ac- 
quainted with the contents of the par- 
ticular hymnbook of your denomination 
is to use at least one of these hymns in 
your young people’s meeting each week. 
You may find it a profitable exercise to 
assign this hymn at least one week in 
advance, and then ask several of your 
group to come prepared to give a two- 
minute summary of what the hymn 
means to them. This practice~ can be 
varied occasionally by asking individuals 
to give Scripture verses for the various 
truths presented in the particular hymn 
for that evening. The members will 
find that this will: not only be a helpful 
exercise in searching the Scriptures, but 
it will also be a revelation as to the 
strong Scriptural foundation on which 
most of our great hymns rest, \ 
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It will be well also to urge your young 
people’s group to commit some of these 
hymns to memory and come prepared 
to recite them. You might even tie in 
with this helpful practice an occasional 
quiz on one of the weekday recrea- 
tional meetings of your group. In such 
a quiz, a line or two of a stanza of some 
of your church hymns might be given to 
see if any of your group can complete 
the stanzas, or can perhaps give a set- 
ond stanza. Learn to use the great 
hymns of your church in your hymn 
sings and in your outdoor get-togethers. 
You will learn to love them and to profit 
by them immeasurably. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 28 to December 4 


Mon.—Luke 9:18-22. 
“The Son of Man Must Suffer.” 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The Son of man 
must suffer many things, and be re- 
jected of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be slain, and be raised 
the third day.” Follow the footsteps of 
Christ often in your quiet meditations. 
The life of the blessed Lord is intended 
to be lived out in your life day by day. 
The life of Jesus manifest in our mortal 
bodies here and now is our best testi- 
mony for Him. Arm yourself with the 
mind of Christ and, gladly and patiently, 
endure all for His sake. Pray for the 
Mino Mission, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. 


Tues.—Luke 9:23-26. 
The Cost of Discipleship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me.” Our Lord, who went the way of 
the cross, urges us to follow in His steps. 
The way of self-denial, and daily pur- 
suit of righteousness at cost, and observ- 
His holy example is the behavior 
which becometh godliness. Consider 
progress in your Christian life only by 
our Lord’s rule for you, Obedience to 
it is better than sacrifice. Pray for the 
New York Gospel Mission to the Jews, 

Inc., New York. 


Wed.—Luke 9:28-36. 
The Transfigured Christ. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “They saw his 
glory.” Our Lord’s heavenly glory 
flashed out briefly on the holy Mount 
for our benefit as well as for the three 
apostles that were with Him there. 
The transfiguration of Christ is best told 
in Scripture language, and its effects 
gloriously recorded by Peter (2 Pet. 
1:16-18). The revelation of His glory 
yet to be, will amaze saints and sin- 
ners. ‘Read often Daniel’s words about 
it (Dan. 7:9-10), and also John’s vision 
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By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M. A. 
WHAT is America's most popu- 
lar radio hymn? 

WHICH of blind i; , Goat's 
8000 hymns is best 
WHO was this writer: “His Pen 
was tipped with flame”? 
WHERE was “Onward Christian 

Soldiers” first sung? 


Order from your church supply house or 
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2018 S. Wabash Ave. * Chicage 5, Illinois 
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{Formerly known as Pocket Bible Handbook ’’} 


Book OF a Lifetime ... FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by... Young and Old 
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Specially Useful for S S Teachers 
Invaluable for all Bible Readers 
itis an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, Geo- 
graphical and Chronological Backgrounds, with 75 

Illustrative Maps: 

Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 78 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 

Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome, 
touching the Bible Story: 

How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manuscripts, 
and Early Christian’ Writings: 

An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fathers, 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, Luther, 
and the Reformation. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has 
anything like as much practical Biblical information. 
( Further particulars sent on request} 

Now in its 


20th EDITION 
In this Edition, the Two Books, 
POCKET BIBLE HANDBOOK and BEST BIBLE VERSES 
are Combined into One, the HANDBOOK 
now containing Best Bible Verses. 
It has the same appearance and page size as the 
19th Edition, except it is about a quarter of an inch 
thicker, being 4 x 6% x 1% inches. 
956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 
{ Two $2.00 books combined into One, at $3.00. 
As books now sell, it is still a genuine bargain.} 
Order from your Bookstore or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Il. 
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Ts 64-page New Concise HE tps for Bible study, which is one 
of the unique features of this new edition, is practically a book in 
itself. Its contents are specially prepared, wholly new, and designed to 
guide the reader through each Book of the Bible, showing him how 
they are related. They introduce both Testaments, select significant 
verses, ‘and provide step-by-step study guides. Included are a table of 
dates, geographical notes, and an index with additional notes and 
pronunciations. 


SHELDON, the new type face in which this edition is set, has been 
expressly designed for the Bible. It makes a beautiful page, is easy to 
read, yet its compactness enables the complete work to be printed in 
only 896 pages — which bulk less than an inch on fine Bible paper! 








9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat Micaiah, and carry him back to A 
king of Judah sat either of them on his governor ofthe city, and to Joash § 
throne, clothed in their robes, and they son; 

sat in a void place at the entering inofthe 26 And say, Thus saith the king 
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets pro- fellow in the prison, and feed | 
phesied before them. bread of affliction and with wate 








> In addition there are 15 full-page gravure illustrations of hallowed 
places and the activities of Holy Land people, 12 pages of colored maps 
(except in the cloth-bound edition, which contains endpaper maps) and 
a presentation page. With all these features, the SHELDON Bible is 
modestly priced. 














Available in 3 styles — size 5¥e x 72” 


01320 Cloth, square corners, red edges, jacket. "$3.00 
01322 Imitation leather, limp, round corners, red edges. $4.00 
01323 French Morocco, half circuit, red under gold edges. $6.75 


At your bookseller 
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of it (Rev. 19:11, 12). Pray for the 
Oriental Missionary Society, Los An. 
geles. 


Thurs.—Luke 9:37-45. 
Into the Valley of Service, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It came to pass, 
that’ on the next day, when they were 
come down from the hill, much people 
met him.” Elevation of spirit is often 
followed by deep humiliation of soul, 
We all seem to have valley experiences 
after being at the mountaintop. The 
Lord of glory condescended to share our 
life experiences (apart from sin), that 
we who consider Him in all His life 
may not become weary or faint in life's 
tribulations. How do you take your 
times of humiliation? Pray for the 
National Home Missions Fellowship, Inc. 
Chicago. 


Fri—Luke 9:46-48. Humility Required. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that is least 
among you all, the same shall be great.” 
No one has a right to be proud. Good 
ancestry puts us in deeper debt than we 
can pay; learning at its highest and best 
is no cause for pride, for in the pres- 
ence of our infinitely wise Creator we 
are at best, in our learning, only in the 
Kindergarten or Primary Department of 
the school of God. He who made the 
various worlds: botanical, geological, 
ethnical, zoological, and the like, knows 
infinitely more than any who observe, 
study, and comment on His wonderful 
works. Let us humble ourselves in the 
sight of Almighty God. Pray for the 
Mission’ to Orphans, Inc., Asheville, N. C. 


Sat.—Luke 9:49-56. 
Bigotry Versus Tolerance, 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “He that is not 
against us is for us.” Our Lord did not 
favor purity mingling with impurity; He 
instructs us to avoid bigotry and intol- 
erance in cases like the one mentioned 
in the text. An open mind, willing- 
ness to get actual facts before separa- 
tions, is the Christian course. As much 
as lieth in us, let us live peaceably with 
all men. We usually do well not to fall 
out with those with whom we cannot 
fall in. Pray for the Mexican Indian 
Mission, Inc., Philadelphia, 
Sun.—Luke 9:57-62. All-Out Devotion. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “No man, hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” When we were in the service 








of Satan, we yielded our members to 
be employed for his pleasure. If 
Christ is our Saviour and Lord, let 
us yield our members altogether and 
forever to please Him and glorify His 
mercy. Many seem to have taken 
Christ for pardon, but not for prince. 
He wants no one who is trying to 
serve Him and His Enemy. It is for 
all of us a case of all for Jesus or none 
for Jesus. Pray for the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, Philadelphia, 
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